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THE BUILDING TRADE AFTER THE WAR.—II. 


HEN the question of the actual provision of 
the houses: is‘ more closely approached a 
broad and strongly accentuated opinion is 
evident that the Government has not 
risen to the height of its opportunity 
when it provides a subsidy scheme applicable to local 
authorities and fails to provide one applicable to private 
enterprise. It is admitted that in the past private enter- 
prise was the main, almost the sole, agency which provided 
houses for the working classes, and it cannot be contended that 
private enterprise is responsible for the present impasse. Why, 
then, is such an important agency left out of consideration in a 
scheme the urgency of which is shown by the fact that it is 
proposed to attempt to build 300,000 houses in the first year 
after the war—an almost, if not quite, impossible feat in view 
of the shortage of labour and materials? Mr. Hayes 
Fisher, in addressing the inaugural meeting of the Industrial 
Council for the Building Industry, indicated that while 
desirous of utilising the services of both private enterprise 
and public utility societies, he had not so far been able to 
find a scheme which would satisfy the Treasury. © 

Private enterprise has building estates partially developed 
but suspended owing to the peculiarly adverse conditions which 
have prevailed. Is it now to sit idly by contemplating its 
derelict works, in which large sums have been sunk, while the 
local authority proceeds with some adjoining housing scheme ? 

Surely something ought to be done to get over this difficulty. 

In a Memorandum of the Advisory Housing Panel on the 
Emergency Problem of Housing in England and Wales, issued 
in June of this year, the Panel points out that it was not 
proposed to touch such pressing questions as the abolition of 
slums or the pre-war shortage of houses, but to consider the 
difficulties which will confront us at the end of the war and to 
propose the remedies which appear best suited to the emer- 
gency. The memorandum says it is clear that whatever 
measures may be taken, no considerable number of houses will 
be built in the years after the war, unless financial aid is forth- 
coming from public funds to make good the inevitable loss due 
to abnormal prices. It also says that a direct-subsidy from the 
State to the private builder appears impossible because it 
would. be regarded as. a dole to the speculative builder or the 
ground landlord, and as an encouragement to one only out of 
many equally important industries. It could in any case only 
be given if coupled with restrictions as to rent and selling 
price, which in the case of the speculative builder at least 
would defeat its object. It goes on to say, however, that is is 
desirable to: consider the possibility of encouraging private 
enterprise by other means, and a separate memorandum on 
this subject is being prepared. 

It is further understood that the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers has this phase of the question 
under consideration, with a view to proposing a practical solu- 
tion, so we may hope that the last word has not yet been said 
upon this important aspect of the housing of the working 
classes immediately after, the war.’ 

The foregoing considerations make it evident that a serious 
responsibility must rest upon those who have been chosen to 
collect evidence and formulate advice for the Government in 
regard to these questions. Commonsense would suggest that 
the amount.and kind of control necessary should be carefully 
limited, so as to interfere as little as possible with the recognised 
channels of trade, but that it should effectively prevent excess 
profiteering ; that licensing should be done regionally for the 
most part ; that priority, which must take a general view of 
the situation, should be done mainly from the centre; that 
rationing of orders for work should accompany rationing of 





supplies of materials ; that the strict observance of working-ruls 
agreements in force between workmen and employers in the 
various districts should be required ; that financial arrangemente 
should be devised which would not impose an undue strain upon 
contractors ; that provision should be made for such subsidies 
towards the erection of working-class dwellings as would 
stimulate private enterprise to the full, and that steps should 
be taken to stimulate the production and manufacture of 
building materials to the-utmost. 

Stress has been laid upon private enterprise as a factor in 

the provision of houses for the working classes, but it must not- 
be supposed that all has been said when it is suggested that 
any Government scheme for subsidising housing should be 
made applicable to private enterprise. The need for a subsidy 
at all arises‘ solely from the high cost of providing housing at 
the present time and the heavy fall which will later on take 
place in the values of buildings erected under immediate post- 
war conditions. The high cost involves a high rental and 
the eventual shrinkage in value means a loss of capital. 

The Advisory Housing Panel, as has been said, confined its 
attention to the difficulties which will confront us at the end 
of the war, and from its point of view that was an intelligible 
position, but it does not follow that the Government should 
limit its consideration of the housing question in like manner. 

There is evidence in the report on housing submitted to the 
‘ National Federation of Building Trades Employers and included 
in the reports already referred to, that much could be done to 
ease the situation, keep down the cost of housing and reduce the 
amount of subsidy, if the Government could see its way to a real 
reform.of rating, and of the method of valuing and assessing 
house, property for rating purposes, such as would stimulate 
the flow of capital into real estate, instead of acting deterrently, 
as does the present system. The reform is long overdue, many 
commissions of enquiry have reported in its favour, and 
surely there never was a moment when any steps which would 
have the effect of making real estate an attractive investment 
would be better timed or of more economic value to the 
nation. 

Then there is the question of the future of the Rent Restric- 
tion and Mortgage Interest Act. Is it to remain in force for the 
period of the war only, or is it to continue until the cost of 
building becomes normal to what it was in 1914? It has a 
paralysing effect upon a vast amount of invested and loaned 
capital,and so long as it continues must effectually deter the 
flow of private capital into housing, 

The Memorandum of the Advisory Housing Panel on the 
Emergency Problem of Housing in England and Wales is also 
interesting in another way, because it refers to a scheme for 
assistance by the State to local authorities which appears to be 
on substantially similar lines to that which has been officially 
given out, and its criticisms may be shortly stated in the phrase, 
“it does ‘not cover the ground, and, in fact, is only likely to 
prove effective in the case of the larger towns,” thereby failing 
to meet the problem of the 50,000 or so houses needed, just 
as badly, in the rural districts. The Panel proposes a scheme 
of its own which appears to merit attention because it seems 
to be the method most likely to attain the end in view, 
although admittedly it will cast the most heavy burden on the 
Exchequer ; but the answer to that is that the community, 
whether by rates or taxes, will have to bear the burden in 
any case. 

In conclusion, it may be remarked that the solution of the 
problems of Reconstruction, so far as the building industry is 
concerned, is a highly complex and difficult matter, and one 
does not feel that upon the evidence so far available any 
comprehensive and effective solution is in sight. 
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NOTES. 


Last week a solemn service 
of religious thanksgiving was 
held within Amiens Cathedral, 
to celebrate its escape from 
destruction by the “ Huns.” Built just 
seven hundred years ago, this magnificent 
building represents the completed archi- 
tecture of the thirteenth century in 
France. From March 30th last onwards 
it had been under the fire of the German 
guns; but Marshal Foch’s promise that 
Amiens should never be taken by the 
enemy has been fulfilled, and it is a 
satisfaction to us to think that British 
soldiers helped to attain this happy 
result. Our illustration shows the 
measures of protection which were taken 
to safeguard as far as possible this grand 
old building from the German shells. 
On p. 117 we give some particulars of the 
present condition of the cathedral and 
of damage caused by enemy fire. 


The 
Liberation 


of Amiens. 





Ir is necessary at once, even 


Phe before regarding the incidence 
Tax. of the new “ Luxury” taxa- 


tion in detail, to enter the 
strongest possible protest against art 
being regarded as a luxury at all. The 
materialist sees only what he can under- 
stand, and he cannot understand art or 
he would recognise that the foundations 
of life, the means of its reconstruction at 
the present time, rest so largely on the 


Amiens Cathedral : South Entrance. 


THE BUILDER. 


freedom and progress of art that to convey 
to the public mind that art is a luxury, to 
be taxed like cigars and liqueurs, is doing 
enormous harm. The official mind is 
unable to see the evil to future civilisation. 
In disregarding forces in which lie the 
best hopes of a reconstructed civilisation 
and which will outlast the war, he is 
doing a very poor service to the country. 
We do not forget-a recent outrage, when 
Whistler’s portrait of his mother was 
mutilated for the purpose of advertising 
War Bonds. It is such imbecile acts as 
this that make one despair of most 
Government officials, who seem incapable 
of regarding the larger interests of the 
nation and who, in the name of service 
to the nation, sacrifice the dignity and 
security of the arts on which so much 
of the value of civilisation of the-future 
depends. . Art is not a luxury to be 
taxed or to be mutilated, but to be 
respected and protected—a necessity 
to the well-being of life. 


o 





Moreover, the tax, as now 
proposed, will encourage the 
production of a poor and 
cheap class of goods, and one 
cannot help thinking that in imposing an 
ad valorem‘tax above a certain limit, this 
limit should—as the Design and Indus- 
tries Association urge in their memoran- 
dum on the subject which we print 
elsewhere—be carefully calculated to 
permit of adequate workmanship. What 


An Ad 
Valorem 
Tax. 
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is likely to happen now is the production 
of short-lived goods made to evade the 
tax, and in view of the fact that for 
some years to come, there will, in all 
probability, be a serious shortage of 
material, it seems desirable to encourage 
the production of a better and mor 
durable class of goods, and this the 
proposed tax does not do. 





THE Official Register of Har- 
The " : 

Profession V2rd University for May 
of Land- (Cambridge, Mass.) contains 
scape Archi-fy]] particulars of the School 
tecture. of Landscape Architecture 
which has been established there, and the 
contents show the wideawake attitude of 
Americans at the present time. It will be 
obvious to architects that there is need 
for a proper study of such a subject, not 
only in regard to the establishment of 
a separate profession of landscape archi- 
tecture, but for the benefit of the archi- 
tectural profession as a whole. From the 

preface we take the following :—- 
Landscape architecture is primarily a fine art, 
and as such its most important function is to 
create and preserve beauty in the efficient 
adaptation of land to human service, whether 
in the functional planning of cities or in the 
development or preservation of the broader 
natural scenery of the country. In its relation 
to the location of buildings and the treatment 
of their surroundings it requires a familiarity 
with certain parts.of the technical field of archi- 
tecture; but its materials are mainly included 
within the fields of geology, forestry, horticul- 
ture, and civil engineering, to which it is 
related in much the same manner that architec- 


From a drawing by Mr. MurrueapD Bone. 
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ture is related to structural engineering and 
other similar technical subjects. With the wide- 
spread general realisation of our need for beauty 
as well as efficiency in land adapted to our use— 
beauty not merely as a luxury but as a practical 
necessity and as much a matter of course 
as practical efficiency—has come a steadily 
growing demand for men professionally trained 
in the production of this beauty wherever called 
on to fit land areas to humanservice. In normal 
times this country offers a large opportunity 
for trained men as assistants in the offices of 
landscape architects, as park superintendents, 
city foresters, &c., and as landscape architects 
in private practice or public employ. At this 

riod of our war emergency, the economic 
value of the landscape architect’s training in 
the large-scale adaptation of land for use has 
been demonstrated more clearly than ever 
before—in residential developments for indus- 
trial workers and in the laying-out of military 
and naval camps and cantonments; and our 
Government has already officially recognised the 
usefulness of the landscape architect in such 
work. 





4 THE many and serious diffi- 
Building 7 culties which have beset 
frente architects and builders in 

States. this country during the war 
and which have brought 
practically all building, except for 
Government, to a standstill, are now 
confronting those engaged in the industry 
in the United States. The extent and 
effect of these difficulties is a measure of 
the thoroughness with which Americans 
have entered the war, and is an indica- 
tion of the common understanding 
amongst the Allies to carry the war to 
a successful conclusion at almost any 
sacrifice. The difficulties of our American 
cousins were fully considered at the con- 
vention of the National Federation of 
Building Industries of the United States 
held at Atlantic City, N.J., on July 
15-16, when Senator Calder, of New 
York, stated that the total value of 
building operations in 1915 was about 
£360,000,000, and that the total this 
year, apart from Government operations, 
would probably be about £60,000,000. 


_ Senator CALDER proceeded 
Housing + say that in many large 
an *,° 
Rentals. Cities of the country the 
failure. to build homes for 
the people had brought about a condi- 
tion whereby rentals had increased in 
some instances 50 per cent., and that 
next year, unless relief is obtained, there 
would be a dearth of living accommoda- 
tion for the people. This will be of 
interest to those who demand the aboli- 
tion at the present time of the Rent and 
Mortgage Act, passed by our Government 
at the beginning of the war, and which 
was, in the main, a necessary, though, of 





course, only a temporary measure, and 


the repeal of which appears to be one of 
the necessary steps to be taken to enable 
the private builder to provide houses for 
the people. As to the enterprise of the 
American Government in building, we 
had better give Senator Calder’s own 
words :—“‘I have not approved,” he 
said, “ either of the Government’s going 
‘nto the business of building homes by 
the wholesale for its workmen, for I am 
of the opinion that with the enormous 
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profits made by the great munition and 
shipbuilding plants they could in most 
cases take care of the housing of their 
own men if the Government insisted 
that it be done. In this connection it is 
well to point out that Congress has 
already appropriated $110,000,000 for 
this purpose, and if we are to take the 
opinion of men who are attached to this 
house-building bureau of the Govern- 
ment, $1,000,000,000 will be required in 
the not far future. This entire scheme, 
in my judgment, is conducive to waste, 
inefficiency and extravagance) I have 
felt that the best results were to be 
obtained both for the nation and your 
industry by disturbing as little as possible 
the ordinary conduct of your trade.” 
We shall be dealing with the housing 
question in our next issue, but we give 
the above remarks as some evidence of 
the nature of American opinion on the 
subject. 





A GREAT deal of very good 
Welfare work has been done during 
the last four years by many 
manufacturers, both large and 
small, and it is both pleasant and instruc- 
tive to read in the Times recently an 
account of a visit to Barrow-in-Furness. 
As interpreted. by the firm of Vickers, 
says the writer, the welfare movement 
means good and attractive houses, the 
encouragement of all kinds of healthy 
recreation, allotment gardens, the pro- 
vision of mess rooms and rest rooms in 
the works, and many other measures to 
enable the workpeople to withstand the 
strain of war pressure. Housing has 
presented special difficulties during the 
war. During the last four years the 
personnel of the works at Barrow has 
been increased by 16,000 workpeople, of 
whom 6,000 are women and girls. Before 
the war the company were already the 
owners of 1,000 houses, or about one- 
fourteenth of the whole town of Barrow, 
but so early as October, in 1914, it was 
realized that a house famine would arise, 
and by the summer of 1916 they had 
seen to the erection of 610 additional 
modern cottages, each containing three 
bedrooms as well as two rooms on the 
ground floor. Nearly all the new property 
is within the area of Vickerstown, 
a clean and attractive community on 
Walney Island. The newest houses are 
built in groups of three, and have ample 
gardens back and front. There is no 
dwelling without a tenant and nearly 
2,000 names are on the waiting list for 
any house which may become vacant or 
may be erected in the future. 


Housing. 





Tue Medici Archives, which 

Medici have been already referred to 
Archives. in an illustrated notice in 
the Builder, have been the 

subject of recent litigation between their 
present possessors and the Crown of Italy. 
The verdict given recently by Mr. 
Justice Peterson decided that these 
valuable documents of the old Republic 
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of Florence were State papers, and 
therefore belonged to the present Govern- 
ment of Italy, which is thus considered 
to have inherited the possessory rights 
of the old separate Italian States. On 
the subject of the return of these docu- 
ments to Italy, his lordship was not, 
however, prepared to grant an injunction. 
He held that this was not a matter in 
which the courts of this country could 
interfere , and suggested, as a compromise, 
to separate the historical portion from 
the State papers. An injunction covering 
the State papers only was eventually 
granted. 





Ir is curious how a concen- 
trated attention on any 
particular subject develops a 
special interest. Having in 
mind the disfiguration of skylines along 
our various building frontages, we become 
more and more surprised at the sort of 
things which are tolerated and perhaps 


Sky-lines. 
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SCULPTURE 4 | 
CHIMNG? POTS 


even unobserved ; yet, such queer effects 
as that shown in our sketch are by no 
means uncommon. The dignity of the 
sculpture is not a little mitigated by the 
crowd of chimney-pots and cowls behind- 
hand, and this was sketched the other 
day in one of our principal thoroughfares. 





We have always maintained 
“The that in Town Planning, in 
Visionary.” Housing, or in anything else 
that demands imagination, 
the merely practical man never sees very 
far or rises very high. While often we 
find that even common men and women 
see visions and dream dreams ; and that 
in the long run, it is the dreamers and 
the visionaries who count, if not in 
their own day, then in later generations 
—Ruskin and Morris and many others, 
with clarity of vision, often went to 
their graves not knowing the good their 
teaching was doing—but it is refresh- 
ing to find men like Canon Adderley, at 
St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields a few days 
ago, saying that “it was a mistaken 
idea that the visionary was mad. 
Where there was no vision the people 
lost their restraint and balance. That 
was the difference between the slum 
urchin and the Boy Scout.” 


eee 
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GENERAL NEWS. 





Appointment. 

Mr. R. V. Boughton of London and Poole, 
has been appointed “ civilian engineer, in design 
and construction branch, of the U.S. Engineers.” 
Mr. Boughton was engaged for over five years 
under the direction of Mr. J. E. Ashley, architect 
and surveyor, in the works and building depart- 
ment of the London General Omnibus Co., 
and during this period was engaged upon the 
design and building detail work, includi 
steelwork, of over forty of the garages an 
works of this company. For the past three-and- 
a-quarter years he has been architect and 
quantity engineer, we understand, to a firm of 
London contractors on the construction of some 
important building and engineering works. He 
is the euthor of many articles on building 


construction. 


Housing Conditions. 


The conference of the National Union of 
Scottish Mine Workers held its second session 
at Edinburgh, and passed a resolution ex- 
pressing regret that nothing practical had been 
done to improve working-class housing con- 
ditions, demanding a minimum of four apart- 
ments, with a bath room, garden and other 
conveniences, the necessary money to be 
provided free of interest by the Government. 


Serbian Sculptures. 

The Serbian sculptor, of Belgrade, Gjoka 
Yovanovic, has made at his own initiative a 
laque with a portrait of the late Dr. Elsie 
f; lis, of the Scottish Women’s Hospitals, who 
id such invaluable work for the Serbs and the 
Jugo-Slavs during this war. This is the second 
sculpture by a Serbian artist of Dr. Inglis, the 
first being the bust by I. Mestrovic, presented 
to the Scottish nation at the Scottish Academy 
by Prince George of Serbia three months ago, 
and now in the National Gallery in Edinburgh. 


Dublin Building Trade. 


A strike is threatened in the building trade 
in Dublin. A month ago the members of 
seventeen sections of artisans served notices 
on the Dublin Building Trades Employer:’ 
Association, making fresh demands for in- 
creased wages based on the terms of the award 
of the Government Committee on Production 
plus a bonus of 12} per cent. on earnings. 
These demands represent an increase of 34d. 

r hour on present rates, which were adjusted 
by the settlement in April last. An offer of 
three farthings increase has been rejected 


by the men. 


£88 Accrington Garden City Plans. 


Plans for the suggested garden city for 
Accrington, prepared ty Mr. W. J. Newton, 
the Borough Engineer, were recently on view 
in the art gallery at the Accrington Carnegie 
Library. The site is on the left of Burnley 
road, on the town side of the cemetery, and 
situated between the main road and the railway. 
The plan shows the road 36 ft. wide, and planted 
withtrees. A large open space, 150 ft. diameter, 
is provided in the centre. The houses are 
shown in blocks; each with its own plot of land, 
ranging from 150 to 600 square yards, eachjplot 
having its own garden with privet divisions 
instead of walls. 


Municipal College of Technology, Manchester. 


We have received the prospectus of the 
university courses in the Municipal College of 
Technology, Manchester, for season 1918-19, 
which not only gives a summary of courses, 
time tables, syllabuses of classes, &c., but 
includes many particulars of the college and its 
important work. The college offers systematic 
training in the principles of science and art as 
applied to mechanical hae gram electrical 
engineering, and municipal and sanitary i- 
Seuiion 3 architecture and the building eae, ; 
the chemical industries ; the textile industries ; 
and photography and the printing crafts. 
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A New Conception of Industry. 


Major Astor, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Food, speaking at the Holborn 
Restaurant as the guest at luncheon of the 
Rotary Club, said that what they had to look 
forward to was a more general system of 
remuneration. In the past our standard of 
success had been too much gauged by a purely 
cash basis. If we could have a new conception 
of industry, and look upon it as a form of 
national service, and if all connected with 
industry felt that they did not require financial 
stimulus as in the past, their reward being in the 
feeling that they were serving the State, we 
shoyldbe able to get £ new spirit in the country, 
which would be worth living for. 


Captain E. M. Ellis. 


Captain Edward Miller Ellis, M.C., whose 
death in action was recently reported, was the 
eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. E. B. Ellis, of Brook- 
side, Enfield. He was educated at Chigwell 
School, and practised as an architect with his 
father in Fenchurch-street. From 1900 to 1903 
he was a captain in Ist V.B. Middlesex Regi- 
ment, and he joined the H.A.C. as a private on 
the outbreak of the war. He obtained a com- 
mission in December, 1914, and went to France, 
where he was severely wounded in June, 1915, 
near Ypres. He returned to France in June, 
1916, and was again wounded at Beaumont 


- Hamel, and for his services in this fighting he 


received the Military Cross. 


Carnarvon Castle. 


Sir Lionel Earle (Secretary of His Majesty’s 
Office of Works), Mr. C. R. Pearce (Chief In- 
spector), and Mr. W. J. Hemp (Inspector of 
Ancient Monuments) recently paid a visit to 
Carnarvon Castile, on the restoration of which a 
considerable sum of money has been spent since 
1911, and éxpressed surprise, it is stated, at the 
damage done to the grounds by the crowds of 
people who attended a recent baby show and 
religious meetings in the Castle. It was stated 
that the Commissioners had had under con- 
sideration a proposal to spend more money on 
the Castle, but owing to the damage done it was 
no encouragement to them to incur any further 
expenditure. Certain privileges enjoyed by the 
Carnarvon people, who were admitted into the 
Castle free of charge, had been abused, and Sir 
Lionel said the Commissioners would seriously 
consider the advisability of withdrawing those 
privileges which had been enjoyed for many 


years. 
A Student’s Sketch Book. 


It is proposed to publish after the war a 
sketch book containing a record of the work 
which Mr. Gordon Hemm has executed 1s a 
student of Liverpool School of Architecture. 
The sketch book will be divided into the 
following sections: (1) Architectural designs, 
(2) Measured Drawings, (3) Civic’ design, 
(4) Sketches. The sections on architectural 
designs and measured drawings will be prefaced 
by articles by Prof. C. H. Reilly, M.A., 
F.R.L.B.A. The civic design section (town 
planning) will be divided into two parts, the 
first including a preface written by Prof. L. P. 
Abercrombie, M.A., A.R.I.B.A , and the second 
a preface written by Mr. Thomas H. Mawson, 
Hon. A.R.LB.A. Prof. 8. D. Adshead, M.T.P.L., 
M.A., F.R.LB.A, will write the preface to the 
fourth section. The sketch book, which 
promises to be a very interesting work, will be 
published at 5s. ty the Department of Civic 


Design, Liverpool. 


The Industrial Reconstruction Council. 


A series of conferences and discussions is 
announced by the Industrial Reconstruction 
Council to be held at 6 p.m. in the’ Hall of the 
Institute of Journalists at fortnightly intervals 
alternately with lectures at the Saddlers’ Hall. 
The first of these will be opened by Mr. Robert 
Wilson, of the Ministry of Labour, on Tuesday, 
September 10, with an address on Works Com- 
mittees. On Septemberj24, the subject will 
be “ Trade Boards,” and the’speaker Mr. J. J. 
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Mallon, of the Anti-Sweating League. The 


other conferences will deal in turn with “Interim 
Industrial Reconstruction Committees,” “* The 
Place of Conciliation and Arbitration in the 
Whitley Scheme,” “Women in Industry,” “‘ The 
Trade Union of the Future,” ‘‘ Functions of 
Industrial Councils,’ and “‘ Restriction of Out- 
put.” No tickets will be issued, but all 
those who intend to be present are asked to 
inform the Secretary, I.R.C., 2 and 4, Tudor. 
street, E.C. 4, who will be glad to send a full 
prospectus of the series on application. 


Labour in July. 


According to an article in the current number 
of the Labour Gazette, employment continued 
good in nearly all the principal industries in 
July, and much overtime was worked by inade- 
quate staffs. Trade unions with a net member. 
ship of 1,124,227, excluding those serving with 
the Forces, reported 0.6 of their members as 
unemployed at the end of July, compared with 
0.7 at the end of June, and 0.4 per cent. at the 
end of July last year. The increase in the 
percentage as compared with a year ago, was 
almost entirely due to the cotton industry. The 
changes in rates of wages (including war 
bonuses) reported as having been granted in 
July, resulted in a net increase of nearly £100,000 
per week in the wages of over 400,000 work- 
people. The number of trade disputes 
beginning in July was 90, and the total muniber 


‘of workpeople involved in all disputes in pro- 


gress was 96,900, as compared with 70,100 in 
the previous month, and 45,400 in July, 1917. 
The estimated total aggregate duration of all 
disputes during the month was 582,500 days, 
as compared with 375,100 days in June and 
260,600 days in July last year. 


A Government Housing Scheme. 

Mr. A. W. Shelton, F.A.I., who was appointed 
by the late Lord Rhondda a member of the 
Local Government Board Housing Advisory 
Committee, was the guest of the Aldwych Club 
on Tuesday. He said that the present dearth 
of working-class dwellings was roundly 450,000, 
and was growing at the rate of 75,000 each year. 
Probably, therefore, when peace came, fully 
500,000 new houses would ‘be needed, quite 
apart from the normal growth of requirements. 
Provision for at least 1,000,000 new cottages 
should be made and carried out within five years 
of peace. He had reason to believe thai a 
scheme recently submitted to and now under the 
consideration of the President of the Local 


‘Government Board is in effect a partnership 


between the State, tke local authority, the 
building society, and the tenant. It provides 
for the building of houses by private enterprise 
at . yore which would give the builder a living 
profit. 
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This quaint old.doorway was sketched 
in Derbyshire some time ago. It 
suggests the art of the craftsman 
rather than that of the architect. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Charing Cross Bridge. 

Sm,— As myren-vp | those who have made 
any sufficient study of the problem of Charing 
Cross Bridge, Mr. E. W. Hudson’s letter in 
your issue of August 16 calls for no reply. 
But it may be well to confute his positive 
statements or conclusions, which are wholly 
unreliable. 

The “ pretty perspective view ” in the recent 
R. A. Exhibition to which he refers was set up 
by Mr. Raffles Davison with absolute accuracy 
from data, whereon all levels on both banks of 
the river had been carefully and fully studied, 
and all technical requirements both as regards 
land and water (including stability) met. 
Neither designer nor draughtsman have™ packed 
away” their plans or data, nor have they 
overlooked any of the necessary conditions which 
dominate the problem. W. D. Caréz. 


[We have had further correspondence, 
relative to Mr. Hudson’s letter. It is pointed 
out that not only does Mr. Hudson seem to 
forget that Waterloo Bridge was built before 
the Embankment, but that Blackfriars and 
Westminster Bridges are incontestible evidence 
of the practicability of a low level bridge.—Eb. ] 





The Building Trade after the War. 

Sir,—The majority of architects will be glad 
to see that you are taking up this important 
subject. In any proposals for dealing with this 
question, the following would appear to be 
essential to their success :— 

In the first place, the architectural profession 
should collaborate with the National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers. There are 
many good reasons why this is most desirable. 
To mention one only, and that is that architects 
alone, through their clients, fully know the 
possible extent of the many private building | 
schemes proposed to be carried out as soon 
as practicable after the war. ; 

Secondly, if there should be Government 


“ eontrol of the building trade after the war— 


and such control appears to be quite ineyitable— 
let this control be mainly carried out by those 


who really know the necessities and difficulties . 


of the building trade. We all have very good 
reasons to fear any form of control if this 
should be placed in the hands of Government 
officials, who may know nothing and less than 
nothing of the working and requirements of 
the building trade. 

If total chaos is to be avoided after the war, 
the architectural profession and the building 
trades cannot get to work too soon nor combine 
too heartily for the common good. 

W. H. RaFF.es. 

August, 19, 1918. 


The L.G.B. end RILB.A. Cottage Competition. 


Sm—On looking at the first premiated 
designs (South-West Area), as shown in your 
sue of 9th inst., the following are points 
which I think show that however good the 
plans may be in many respecté, the assessors 
have not been over exacting in their ideas of 
what was required for a first prize. 

Inevery one of the houses (except one where 
the w.c. is on upper floor), the bedroom slops 
— to be carried through living-room and 

ery. 

In not one of them is space provided for 
Perambulator or cycle, unless in Class B a 3 ft. 
Wide passage leading to parlour and living- 
fom is to be so blocked up.> 

Class A.—In the long front house, the scullery 
Waste roquires special drainage, either by 
being taken across house from front to back 
under the floor, or by having a drain for itself 
to the front at considerable extra expense. 
a the 18 ft. terrace house of this class, 
he bath room has no window in external wall 
or roof, hut obtains such light as may be from 

of passage 6 ft. from back wall. 
8 8.—In the 18 ft. terrace house, the 
larder is not in good position. It is pre- 





sumably on a south wall and it is a corner 
taken out of the living-room, making that room 
sometimes draughty and with odour from 
strong-smelling food. There is no w.c. on 
ground floor in this house. 

Class C.—The 18 ft. terrace house has a 
very uncomfortable scullery, only 5 ft. 6in 
wide, and anyone standing at sink is close on 
the outer door. The copper blocks elbow 
room at the sink. 

A site for the w.c. is boldly secured by 
placing it as an inset in the living-room on the 
window end, thus cutting off nearly half the 
access of light and making a dark corner. 
One cannot get to this w.c. under cover. A 
minor point is the bad position of parlour fire- 
place relative to door. 

In this Class, the stairs in the end house 
and the long front house appear to have only 
ten treads, which would give risers of about 
9}inches. If by any possibility, there could 
be eleven treads, the risers would still be 
excessive at about 8? inches. 

In Class D, as there is no provision for 
cloaks or perambulator, the parlour would have 
to be used for these. 

The R.LB.A., in their report on.the com- 
petition, state that it has brought out the 
fact that the 18 ft. terrace house has-too little 
frontage, and. yet they most inconsequently 
advise the L.G.B. to arrange for the erection 
of a pair or preferably “a complete group as 
shown,” as specimens for adoption by local 
authorities and others. In the prize set Class C 
above referred to, the end house is simply 
@ repetition of the long front house with an 
extra window in two apartments, and is not 
specially adapted to take advantage of an end 
position. 

It does seem inadvisable, to say the least, to 
set up as examples to be followed any houses 
the designs of which are either condemned or 
found to have serious blemishes. The grouping 
of these houses in the competition may have 
been prescribed with a view to test competitors, 
but as such grouping is not likely to be usual 
in practice that is another reason for not 
building samples from the prize plans. A 
grouping of semi-detached and four or six 
terrace houses would be a more usual require- 
ment. An economical system of drainage enters 
so largely into questions of cost that any 
competition should show the drainage complete 
to a supposed road. B.S. 


—_———-—- oe —~< eo 


Northern Architectural Assotiation. 


From the Report of the Council of this 
Association for the fifty-ninth session, we 
learn that the members’ roll is now as follows : 
Members 71, Associates 73, Students 29. 
The Council regret to record the deaths of 
the following members: Mr. James Bruce 
died in February, 1918. (He joined the 
association as an Associate in 1892, and was 
elected a Member in 1897. He acted as Hon. 
Librarian since 1907, and always took a great 
interest in that work and in the welfare of the 
Association). Mr. G. P. Boyd died of wounds 
received in France in September, 1917; Mr. 
W. R. Isherwood was killed in action in France 
on September 6, 1917; Mr. W. A. Chamberlin 
who was at one time Assistant Hon. Secretary, 
was killed in France in 1917, while serving in 
the Canadian Forces. The Council have offered 
their congratulations to Major W. W. Nimmo 
and to Lieut. 8. W. Milburn on their receiving 
the Military Cross.—A Housing Sub-Committee, 
consisting of the members of the Council and 
Mr. G. D. Oliver, of Carlisle, has been formed 
during the past session, and has held several 
meetings on the subject of the housing of the 
working-classes after the war. The Practice 
Committee have held several meetings on the 
subjects of expert advice and the proposed 
revised scale of charges for architects, and 
resolutions on these matters have been forwarded 
by the Council to the Royal Institute of British 
Architects 
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AMIENS. 


THE special correspondents of the daily Press 
have been sending home interesting accounts 
of the condition of Amiens now that it is released 
from the danger of the proximity of the German 
armies. We take the following from the 7'imes 
of the 16th inst., as it is of more than general 
interest to our readers :— 

To-day is the Feast of the Assumption, and 
this service was to commemorate the release 
of the Cathedral from the immediate threat of 
the proximity of the German armies. The Mass 
was celebrated by a single priest, with one 
French private soldier as acolyte,at a tempora: 
altar. The-music was furnished by a sm 
and also temporary organ, and a violin played 
exquisitely by another French soldier, and by a 
choir of about a dozen other soldiers. The 
congregation in the body of the choir consisted 
also of wounded soldiers, British and French, 
with a few Red Cross nurses, while in the side 
aisles was a small gathering of civilians in black, 
who either have stayed in the city throughout 
its persecution or came in to-day for the purpose. 
In the place of the sermon tbe priest delivered 
an address on the history and architectiral 
beauties of the Cathedral. The simplicity and 
makeshift character of the ceremony with its 
military setting in the stately edifice with the 
holes visible in its walls and broken windows, 
were singularly moving. 

The Germans bombed Amiens at night at 
irregular intervals, but their guns, when within 
reach, shelled it steadily every day. The 
common routine was to subject the place to two 
bursts of shelling of perhaps half-an-hour’s 
duration at uncertain times in the course of 
each twenty-four hours. Under this sullen 
pounding the city began to disintegrate, and 
each time I have passed through it it has been 
more desolate and more ruined. From time to 
time I have described in detail the damages 
to the Cathedral. These are far from bein 
irremediable, though some very precious o 
stained glass has gone for ever. No serious 
structural damage has been done to the fabric. 
Much of the hest glass, most of the large windows 
and the greater part of the fine carvings remain 
unhurt. The breakages are mostly such as can 
be easily repaired, and some minor defacements 
will doubtless be allowed to remain as perpetual 
monuments to German savagery. 

It was estimated by the French authorities 
some weeks ago that one house in seven in 
Amiens had been more or less damaged by 
bombs or shell fire, and one in twenty-seven 
had been totally wrecked. Not much additional 
harm, has been done since then, though the 
methodical  shelli has continued. The 
injuries are scattered over all parts of the town, 
though least in the western portion. The Hotel 
de Ville has been scarred and splattered with 
bits of shells, but I think is structurally sound. 
The Prefecture, on the other hand, had a bomb 
plumb in the centre,'and is a dreadful wreck. 
Just opposite the latter building is the Museum, 
one wing of which is badly damaged, but the 
main face is not hurt. 

The wreckage about the railway station is 
considerable, but, on the whole, less than might 
be “expected considering the anxiety of the 
enemy to demolish that particular section. 
The most striking area of ruin is in the very 
heart of the business town, along the Rue des 
Trois Cailloux, close to the Place Gambetta, 
where the area is, perhaps, fifty yards wide 
by one hundred deep, and where formerly large 
business buildings stood. This has been com- 
pletely wiped out, fire having evidently aided 
the bombs, and nothing remains but tice | 
holes in the ground and piles of twisted ironwor 
and shattered masonry. Some of; the finest 
residences in Amiens have been badly hit. 
Some old churches and other ancient buildings 
hove been more orlessseriouslyinjured,and many 
of the poorer quarters have suffered heavily. 

———_1——_o—____ 
4 The late Mr. Asher Wertheimer. 

The death occurred at ‘* Cravenhurst,”’ 
Eastbourne, recently, of Mr. Asher Wert~ 
heimer, of 158, New Bond-street and Con- 
naught-place, the well-known art dealer. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Liverpool War Memorial. 
TT memorial was inaugurated in August, 





1916, upon the initiative of some of the 

leading citizens of Liverpool, for the 
purpose of worthily perpetuating the memory 
of the sailors and soldiers who fell in the war. 
It consists of the provision in the cathedral of 
Liverpool of a transept dedicated exclusively 
to them, and constituting a complete chapel 
where the names of those who have fallen may 
be recorded for all time—where the colours of 
local regiments may be hung, and where 
memorial and anniversary services may be 
fittingly held. It was decided to adopt for the 
purpose of the memorial the eastern (quasi 
northern) arm of the first transept, with the 
fabric of which some progress had already been 
made, rather than the opposite arm which had 
then scarcely been commenced, 

The memorial chapel will be 52 ft. long and 
52 ft. wide. The reredos at the east end will 
contain scriptural subjects, while the glass in 
the windows will portray figures and subjects 
typical of the lives of sailors and soldiers, all 
specially selected for their suitability to the 
object of the chapel. It is intended that the 
boundary between the chapel and the main 
building shall be marked by a grylle of open 
metal-work, but the erection of this and its 
actual design depend on the amount which 
will be ultimately subscribed. 

The design of the chapel and its ornaments 
has been prepared by Mr. Gilbert Scott, 
F.R.1L.B.A. 

The cost, exclusive of the grylle, is estimated 
at approximately £50,000. ° 

For a considerable time no work has been 
done upon the building, except such as was 
necessary to protect the fabric, but it is desired 
to make provision for the completion of the 
memorial as soon as circumstances permit. 

As there are already several thousands of 
names to be recorded, the Committee came to 
the conclusion that it would be impossible to 
inscribe them on the walls of the building in any 
way which would enable friends to identify 
them readily or even to read the greater number 
of them. It has therefore been arranged that 
in the middle of the chapel there shall stand on 
a low platform of black and white marble an 
alabaster cenotaph or tomb, with carved figures 
at the corners, and upon the cenotaph will be 
placed under suitable protection a richly-bound 
volume of as many pages as are necessary to 
record the names. The pages of the volume will 
be of durable lambskin, and will be illuminated 
by hand, the names being written in permanent 
ink, and the capitals and regimental devices 
of local units and of vessels specially connected 
with the port, coloured or gilt. A printed 
duplicate of the volume with an index will be 
placed in front of the cenotaph for reference by 
the public. 
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St. Andrew’s Church, Bedford. 


This new church is to be erected after the 
war on a corner site in the Kimbolton-road, 
forming a new district in Bedford. The plan 
shows a tower at the west end which has been 
incorporated in the design, but is only to be 
carried out. as far as the eaves of the aisles for 
the present, together with nave, aisles, memorial 
chapel, chancel, sanctuary, organ chamber, and 
vestries. 

The exterior will be built of Guildford or 
Crowborough bricks and brown Mansfield stone 
dressings with local tile roofs. The interior of 
the ehurch will be finished in stucco plaster, 
the nave arcades and other stone-work will also 
be of brown Mansfield stone, the floors of 
wood block, and the chancel and sanctuary of 
marble or mosaic. The roofs of the nave and 
chancel will be formed of barrel shaped roofs 
with tiebeams of pine and covered with oak 
boarding formed in panels and carved bosses, 
each beam resting on stone shaft moulded and 
carried up from the nave arcade piers. 

All the doors and other woodwork will be in 
English oak. “The glazing with leaded light 
windows, and the church heated with radiators 
and lit by electric light. ‘The completed church 
is to hold 556 sittings. It is proposed to build 
the memorial chapel as soon as present condi- 
tions permit. 


The architect is Mr. George P. Allen of Beaford. | 





New Premises, Sandgate-road, Folkestone. 

These new premises are to be erected on the 
north side of the Sandgate-road, which is 
becoming the principal shopping centre of the 
town, The building is to be occupied by Messrs. 
Bobby & Co., Ltd. The existing buildings now 
on the site are for the present in the occupation 
of the Belgian Consul and Refugee Committees, 
lent to them by Messrs. Bobby at the beginning 
of the war. 


“Edifices de Rome Moderne.” = 
Our illustrations include a plate taken from 
Letarouilly’s ‘‘ Edifices de Rome Moderne.” 
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THE ESTATE MARKET. 

SroxE Park, Ipswich, the late Lord Gwydyr’s 
seat, 1,050 acres, has been privately sold by 
Messrs. Farebrother, Ellis & Co. and Messrs. R. 
Bond & Sons. 

Lord Pembroke has decided to sell a portion 
of the Wilton estate, consisting of 8,400 acre, 
including 18 farms of from 100 to 1,100 acres. 
Messrs. J. Oarter Jonas & Messrs. Lofts & 
Warner will bold the auction in the autumn. 

About 359 acres at Maidenhead are for sale 
next month by Messrs. Weatherall & Green. 
The property has over 2} miles of road frontage, 
and early possession may be had, with a view to 
development. At Aylesbury, on August 28, 
Messrs. W. Brown & Co. will offer 218 acres in 
Bledlow, near Princes Risborough. On the 
following day, at Tokenhouse-yard, Messrs. 
Giddy & Giddy will sell Good Rest and Sheen- 
eroft, two Hayward’s Heath houses, jointly 
with Mr. Scott Pitcher. 

Ely Grange, Frant, on the Kent and Sussex 
borders, is in the market, and will be sold, at the 
Mart, on September 18, by Messrs. E. J. Carter, 
Banks, & Bennett. Next month Messrs. 
Hampton & Sons will sell part of Harefield Park 
estate, near Rickmansworth, about 350 acres, 
and properties at Guildford. Lord Berners has 
instructed Messrs.. Knight, Frank, & Rutley to 
offer Ashwellthorpe, 1,126 acres, on September 
12, at Norwich, and the firm will sell Tingrith 
Manor, at Bedford, on September 14. The 
freehold, Woodmancote, Wellington College, is 
for sale, on September 12, by Messrs. Nicholas. 
At Colchester, on September 7, Messrs Beadel, 
Wood, & Co. will offer 140 acres of glebe land. 
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The annual examination report of the Royal 
Drawing Society shows, in spite of the war, 
an entry of 1,130 schools and upwards of 
78,000 candidates. The report states that the 
heads of schools are increasingly anxious to 
make drawing a help to the general curriculum. 
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BRITISH SCIENCE IN 
INDUSTRY. 


THE British Scientific Products Exhiljition 
at King’s College, Strand, organised by the 
British Science Guild, has just been opened at 
King’s College, London. 

Professor R. A. Gregory, who has arranged 
the exhibition, delivered an address on its aims 
and objects. It had been popularly assumed, 
he said, that original scientific work was almost 
a prerogative of Germany, whereas a slight 
acquaintance with scientific history would show 
that most modern industries had originated 
with British science and invention. In purely 
scientific and initiative research we had been 
the pioneers. Where we had been deficient 
was in the practical use of the results obtained 
and the application of our natural scientific 
genius to the solution of industrial problems, 
He mentioned the work done -by Sir Herbert 
Jackson, Professor of Chemistry in King’s 
College, to provide the chemical glass and optical 
glass urgently needed when supplies from 
Germany and Austria were cut off. Working 
with a committee of the Institute of Chemistry, 
Sir Herbert Jackson determined the composition 
of numerous glasses required, and placed the 
formulae freely at the disposal of manufacturers. 
The result was a re-awakening of the glass 
industry in this country ; and a position had 
now been secured which was strong enough to 
enable our manufacturers to meet all assaults 
open it. The pure potash required for certain 
glasses was now obtained by a new electrolytic 
process, and we need never again go to Germany 
for it or for the glass itself. Our chemical 
manufacturers were meeting all demands for 
such synthetic organic drugs as salicylic acid 
and aspirin, phenacetin, and salvarsan, photo- 
grapluc chemicals, synthetic dyes, and associated 
products, as well as hundreds of similar sub- 
stances of which Germany had had the mono- 
poly. The magneto industry had establishéd 
itself in a sound position, and the German 
instrument had been displaced for good. Hard 
porcelain for electrical fittings and laboratory 
ware was now British-made, thanks to scientific 
work and industrial enterprise. We produced 
all the tungsten required for special steels and 
metallic filament lamps, and could supply the 
world if necessary ; we made aluminium alloys 
superior to any of the German pre- wai products, 
and like svecess had been attained in other 
directions. 


The exhibition is arranged in 14 sections. A 
variety of physical apparatus used in works 
laboratories and for teaching purposes is on 
view, as are also a number ot electrical appli- 
ances. The textile industry is also well repre- 
sented. There is one section devoted to gas 
traction. In this the most striking object isa 
standard London omnibus—with the body 
removed— which has been approved by the Gas 
Traction Committee, and will shortly be seen 
on the streets. 

Upstairs we find beautiful tulle voile and very 
artistic Balek fabrics, with silks from Bradford 
and Macclesfield, glass from the Derby Crown 
Glass Company and British Glass Manufacturers 
Association, and the Solway Dye Company, 
replacing dyes which Germany had captured. 
A very interesting feature of the exhibition to 
architects and builders will be the artificial 
seasoning of timber. By this process, without 
injury to the timber, the normal atmospheric 
work of a year is accomplished in less than 4 
month. Near this the City of Bradford 
Technical College shows comparisons of British 
and German methods of worsted and yar 
manipulation; and here, too, the work of 
recovering the aniline dyes industry is m- 
mensely important. Monazite sand, which 
appears in the section of Zeimar gas mantles, 
is another material which, though comirg from 
British possessions, was, before the wal, 
entirely controlled by Germany. That * 
altered now. It used to be said that wars were 
won on the playing fields of Eton, but, 4 
Professor Keith said, speaking at the exhibition 
on Tuesday, in future they will be won in the 
laboratories of the country. 











tion 
the 
d at 


iged 
41ms 
ned, 
nost 
ight 
how 
ated 
rely 
been 
‘ient 
ined, 
tific 
ems, 
bert 
ng’s 
tical 
‘rom 
king 
stry, 
ition 

the 
rers, 
zlass 


h to 
vults 
tain 
lytic 
any 
vical 

for 
acid 
oto- 
ated 
sub- 
ono- 
shed 
man 
lard 
tory 
tific 


and 

the 
loys 
icts, 
ther 


orks 
} on 
ypli- 
pre- 


is & 


ody 
een 


ery 
ord 
own 
‘ers 

ny, 
red. 
n to 
icial 
hout 
eric 
an & 
ford 
itish 
yarn 
: of 


hich 
tles, 
from 
wal, 
b is 
were 
tL, as 
ition 
. the 


THE BUILDER, AUGUST 23, 1918. 





PAEANLS PALMA 


Via delle Coppelle.. Vill 7 Spm bor 3 mage pn te pe | 











wy 


7's 























FROM LETAROUILLY'S “ EDIFICES DE ROME MODERNE.” 


A 











, ete ae ee te Pe 











THE BUILDER, 


AUGUST 23, 


1918. 








tan r 


——— 
: 
4 ee 
ry — 
1 


‘ 4 a 
‘. HAAN —, MLS Bist 


4H cn i eo 


— atant= 


NTF owing 


7 








4 4 


SUT O 








ANDREW, BEDFORD.—MR. GEORGE P. ALLEN, ARCHITECT. 


NEW CHURCH. OF Sr. 




















ta sit a. 2 Sr ae eee ee oe 3 * mn 
‘ ~ ~*~ ~ ey & : > 
= oe - a antec ceteeetle mclaren tienes a 
. 
. 

© e@ een 
° 
e** 


"LOSLIHOUY ‘NSWY “d 394uO03D YwW—AHuOoOsAGaS “MSAYGNY “1S 4O HOYUNHD ASAIN 






Sg CUO EE, BRR ome 


AUGUST 23, 1918. 


THE BUILDER, 


e 
.8) 
uw 
c 
9 
18) 
a 
o 
< 
® 
« 
uw 
ra 
e 
52] 
iS] 
n 
e 
« 
) 
a 
2 
0 
) 
2 
= 
I 
a 
< 
14 
a 
W 
x 
re 
< 
8) 
-l 
1) 
i?) 
a 
4 
w 
2 
a 
, 
Ww 
a 
< 
I 
U 
4 
$s 
ing 
0 
z= 
Ww 
‘2 
4 
< 
5 





THE BUILDER, AUGUST 23, 1918. 




















CENOTAPH IN MEMORIAL CHAPEL, ON WHICH WILL BE PLACED THE GREAT VOLUME CONTAINING THE NAMES. 
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BRONZE GRYLLE DIVIDING MEMORIAL CHAPEL FROM THE NAVE OF CATHEDRAL. 


WAR MEMORIAL CHAPEL, LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL.—MRr. G. GILBERT SCOTT, F.R.1I.B.A., ARCHITECT. 
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LEGAL SECTION. 


NOTES ON CURRENT CASES. 


The Courts Emergency Powers Act, 1917. 

RECENT decision has been given in the 
Awe Electric Pavilion (Marble Arch), 

Ltd., v. Lorden (Weekly Notes, July 6), 
which raised some interesting points in connec- 
tion with the Courts (Emergency Powers) Act, 
1917, but the facts are a little complicated. 
By a building agreement dated October 22, 1912, 
it was agreed that two lots of land, A and B, 
should be leased to one Davis, who was agent 
for the plaintiffs : as to lot A for 90 years at a 
peppercorn rent for the first year and £2,900 
rent thereafter, and as to lot B for 884 vears at 
a peppercorn rent for the first year, and £2,100 
thereafter. The first lease to run from Septem- 
ber 29, 1912, and the second from March 25, 
1914. The building on lot A was to be com- 
pleted by October 22, 1913, and that on lot B 
by March 25, 1915. 

By a lease dated October 27, 1914, made 
between the lessor, Davis, and the plaintiffs, 
lot A was demised to the plaintiffs from Septem- 
ber 29, 1912, at a peppercorn rent for one year 
and then for £2,900 for a year and a-half up to 
March 25, 1915, and thereafter at a rent of 
£5,000 until the lease of lot B was granted, when 
the rent was to revert to' £2,900. At this time 
a cinema theatre had been erected on lot A, but 
lot B was untouched. 

On June 30, 1915, lot B had been assigned by 
the plaintiffs and other persons to the defendant, 
who covenanted to pay all rent becoming due 
under the building agreement in respect of 
that lot and to observe the covenants and to 
indemnify the assignors — any breach, 
and as part consideration for this assignment 
the defendant repaid the plaintifis the £2,100 
paid as rent up to March 25, 1916. 

The defendant commenced to erect on lot B 
a block of shops and flats, and he paid another 
quarter’s rent up to June 30, 1916. Then in 
July the order of the Minister of Munitions came 
into force prohibiting any person without license 
from doing any structural work involving a cost 
of more than £500, and as the defendant could 
not get a licence the building was stopped and 
the premises produced no rent. 

The plaintiffs woder their lease were compelled 
to pay the amount of £5,000, and as the 
defendant refused to pay them the £2,100 
attributable to lot B they commenced this 
action against the defendant, claiming a 
declaration that under the assignment he was 
bound to indemnify them to this amount. The 
defendant raised two points in defence. First, 
that the covenant for indemnity was inapplic- 
able, as the wkole £5,000 was payable under thé 
lease in respect of lot A; secondly, that as any 
claim against him by the lessor under the build- 
ing agreement in respect of lot B would have 
been met by an application for relief under the 
Act, therefore if the covenant for indemnity 
was applicable he was entitled to similar 
relief as against the plaintiffs. 

At the first hearing it was decided that the 
covenant for indemnity was applicable, that is 
to say, that the covenant was a contract within 
the Act, and the case was adjourned to see 
whether any arrangement could be made with 
the lessor. 

The lessor’s advisers, however, stated that 
aithough it would have been contrary to their 
practice to require the defendant to pay the 
£2,100 rent for lot B during the building restrict- 
tions, yet they thought that lot A was in itself 
well worth the £5,000 reserved by the lease, and 
the plaintiffs must pay it. 

r ‘The case then proceeded on the application 
for relief under section 1 sub-section 2 of the Act, 
which provides that where upon the application 
by any party to any contract whatsoever the 
Court is satisfied that owing to any restriction 
1mposed in pursuance of any enactment relating 
to the defence of the realm, any term of the 


contract cannot be enforced without serious 
hardship, the Court may, after considering all 
the circumstances of the case and the position 
of the parties to the contract and any offer 
which may have been made by any party for the 
variation of the contract, suspend or annul the 
contract or stay any proceedings for- the 
enforcement of the contract or any term thereof 
or any rights arising thereunder on such con- 
ditions (if any) as the Court may think fit. 

Evidence was given that the plaintiffs were 
making large profits from the theatre, and that 
if the defendant paid them the £2,100, the 
greater part would go in income tax and excess 
profits duty, so that they would only benefit by 
some £400 or £500 a year, and the defendant 
offered to bear half this loss. 

The plaintiffs contended that the above evi- 
dence was irrelevant, and also that the Court 
had power to suspend or annul a contract, but 
not to vary it. 

The Court held that the evidence was not 
irrelevant, seeing that the defendant’s power 
of developing lot B was stopped for the pur- 
poses of the defence of the realm and the benefit 
of the country, and relief was granted to the 
extent of £1,600 a year, leaving the defendant 
liable to pay £500 a year as rent from June 24, 
1916, with liberty to the parties to apply if the 
circumstances changed. 

It will be seen that the case is somewhat 
unusual, as, in addition to evidence as to the 
hardship which would be imposed on the party 
seeking. relief if the contract were enforced, 
evidence was accepted as to the benefit or lack of 
benefit which would result to the party seeking 
to enforce the contract, and this appears to open 
up a new field for inquiry. That as between the 
parties substantial justice has been done seems 
apparent, but it may be a question how far the 
Treasury will regard the decision with favour. 

It will be seen that one point is not very clear 
as the case is at present reported. According to 
the report, the plaintiff only undertook to pay 
the rent of £5,000 for lot A until the lease of 
lot B was granted. This lease appears to have 
been granted and to have been accepted and 
acted upon by the defendant, so it is not clear 
how the plaintiffs remained liable to the lessor 
for the larger sum of rent, but this point does 
not materially affect the questions raised by 
the case. 


Employer's Liability for Defect in Premises. 


The*case of Cole v. De Trafford (No. 2, 
Weekly Notes, June 29) is of some importance 
to employers. 

The plaintiff was a chauffeur employed by 
the defendant, and had been in occupation of a 
garage hired by the defendant and rooms over 
it for about a fortnight before the accident, the 
subject of the action. 

The garage had folding doors and in the 
upper part of the folding door was a window, 
one-and-a-half feet by two-and a-half feet, 
with glass in it weighing 20 lbs., the upper edge 
being eight feet six inches above the ground. 
It was found after the accident that at the top 
and on one of the sides, the beading, which had 
originally kept the glass in position, was missing, 
and that at some time a nail had been driven 
into the wood at one of the top corners of the 
window to keep the glass in place. 
tThe plaintiff was opening the doors from the 
inside when the whole window fell out, injuring 
his hand and the action was for these personal 
injuries. 

The case was tried in the county court and 
at the conclusion of the plaintiff's case it was 
submitted that there was no evidence of negli- 
gence on the part of the defendant to go to the 
jury. ‘Tixis point was reserved and the case 
was left to the jury, only medical evidence being 
given on behalf of the defendant. The jury 
found that the premises were in a dangerous 
and defective condition and that the defendant 
was negligent in not discovering and remedying 


the defect. The County Court Judge then 
considered the point reserved and entered 
judgment for the defendant on the ground that 
there was no evidence of negligence on her part. 

The case went to a Divisional Court, but the 
Judges there were divided in opinion, so the 
judgment in the County Court stood. The case 
has now been carried to the Court of Appeal 
and the judgment of the County Court Judge 
has been affirmed. 

There was no question that there was evidence 
upon which the jury could find that the premises 
were defective—the accident itself proved that ; 
but the question was whether there was evidence 
of negligence on the part of the defendant. 
The County Court Judge had held that the 
duty owed by the employer to her employee was 
to take reasonable care to maintain the premises 
in a condition free from any concealed danger 
of which she was aware or ought to have been 
aware; and this statement of the law was 
approved by both Judges in the Divisional 
Court, as well as by the Court of Appeal, except 
that in the latter tribunal the expression 
“ ought to have been aware,” was amplified as 
meaning a defect that would have been known 
but for the failure to exercise reasonable care 
and skill, that is to say, but for negligence ; 
and the Court of Appeal held that there was no 
affirmative evidence of any such want of care 
and skill. 

The case must not be confused with those in 
which a man has to use dangerous machinery 
or plant. Here the premises were ordinary 
premises fitted with a door likely to last many 
years. The plaintiff himself had been in 
occupation of the premises for a fortnight ; 
he had used the door and had used a hose on 
the window to clean the glass, and had not 
observed the defect ; and, as one of the Judges 
in the Court below pointed out, even if the 
employer herself had visited the garage every 
day for the fortnight there was no reason to 
suppose she could have discovered the defect 
any more than the plaintiff had done. 

It is also to be observed that no evidence was 
offered by the plaintiff that the condition of 
the door was such that a more than reasonable 
time must have elapsed since it had been 
examined or repaired, or as to the usual and 
proper periods at which an examination of the 
premises should have been made, and, in fact, 
had not been made. 


Specific Performance. 


The case, Alderdale Estates Company »v. 
McGrory, which we noted in our issue, May 18, 
1917, has been carried to the House of Lords 
(1918, A.C. 503), and the judgments there 
delivered contain some important pronounce- 
ments on the law relating to specific performance 
of contracts for the sale of real property. 

The appellant, the defendant in the action, 
had entered into an agreement for the purchase 
of land belonging to the plaintiff, on the terms 
of the following memorandum :—* Bought of 
the Alderdale Estate Company, Ltd., the whole 
of the land, subject to measurement, approxi- 
mately twenty acres, at the price of £250 per 
acre. April 20, 1915.” 

An action was brought for specific per- 
formance, and at the trial the appellant pleaded 
that he was not in a condition to understand 
the agreement when he signed it, and that the 
contract did not comply with the Statute of 
Frauds. The Vice-Chancellor of the County 
Palatine of Laricaster, at the trial, decided both 
these points against the appellant, and gave 
judgment for specific performance of the agree- 
ment if a good title could be made, and directed 
an inquiry as to this. 

At the inquiry before the Registrar the 
appellant raised three objections to the title— 
first, that the respondents had no title to mine- 
rals under a portion of the land ; secondly, that 
the land was traversed by a public sewer ; and 
thirdly, that a public footpath crossed the land. 
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The registrar on the inquiry had ruled that the 
respondents could give evidence that the 
appellant had knowledge of these objections 
to the title before the date of the contract, 
but on appeal to the Vice-Chancellor it was held 


that this evidence was inadmissible. The- 


Court of Appeal held that the evidence was 
admissible, and this was the question the House 
of Lords had to decide. 

The law on the subject was thus laid down by 
the Lord Chancellor :—“ If there is a written 
agreement of sale which expressly provides that 
a good title is to be made, it is not open to the 
vendor to prove that at the time of the contract 
the purchaser knew of a defect in the title for 
the purpose of leading to the inference that a 
good title was not to be shown in that particular. 
This would be to vary a written contract by 
parol evidence. But if the contract is open, 
the obligation which the law would import into 
it to make a good title in every respect may be 
rebutted by proving that the purchaser entered 
into it with knowledge of certain defects in the 
title.’ That would cover the present case, 
but, and this is the important point in the case, 
the House of Lords have held that if the vendor 
intends to rely on this knowledge on the part of 
the purchaser he must do so at the trial, and 
take care that the judgment expressly recognises 
it. 





LUXURY TAX PROPOSALS. 


WE take the following from a memorandum 
presented by the Design and Industries Associa- 
tion to the Right Hon. F. D. Acland, Chairman 
of the Luxury Duty Committee of the House 
of Commons :— 

The D.I.A. wishes to point out the evil effects 
which an ill-considered luxury tax might have 
upon the quality and design of British manu- 
factures. The Society exists for the improve- 
ment of design in the widest sense of the word, 
believing that this is of great importance in 
maintaining the quality of the nation’s manu- 
factures. It holds most strongly that the 
production and consumption of shoddy goods 
is uneconomic. The lowest grade of almost 
every commodity is usually degrading t 
makers as well as wasteful to users. - 

With any ad valorem tax upon commodities 
there is the risk of encouraging the production 
of poorer quality goods. This risk is increased 
where, as in the French example, goods below a 
certain price are allowed to go tax free. 

The skilled house painter knows that there 
is no luxury in buying a whitewash brush 
costing 12s. 6d., but that the really wasteful 
article is produced for and sold to amateurs at 
1s. 9d. 

It would appear that the ad valorem method 
of taxation is, however, quite justifiable and 
harmless when applied to certain easily recog- 
nisable articles of luxury, e.g., works of fine 
art, antiques, ornamental jewellery, and the 
like. In the case of antiques we would suggest 
the imposition of a flat rate of, say, 33 per cent. 
or even 50 per cent. This would tend to 
provide a stimulus for the best class of modern 
work produced by the most highly skilled 
labour. The beneficent effects of such a 
stimulus would be very strongly felt after the 
war period. 

In many cases, notably that of furniture, the 
factor of price taken alone is of little use as an 
inaication of luxury until a certain point is 
reached, and we submit that this point is where 
sound construction ends and decoration, as 
such, begins. 

For example: A simply-made wardrobe may 
cost £25, the sole cost above material and 
overhead charges being for adequate work- 
manship. Amore elaborate one, in which super- 
ficial ornament is applied to hide flimsy con- 
struction may be sold for £20 ; the greater part 
of the work in this is economic waste, and it is 
therefore in the strictest sense a luxury, whereas 
the former is not. On the other hand, an 
article of the same capacity costing £150 is 
obviously a luxury, but taking the figures of 
the French schedule, it would appear that in 
many cases the well-made but strictly utilitarian 
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article is there penalised owing to the schedule 
price being fixed too low. We would therefore 
submit that if it is decided to impose an ad 
valorem tax above a certain limit, this limit 
should be catefully calculated to. permit of 
adequate workmanship at current (and not 
pre-war) wage rates. If it is fixed below this 
standard the obvious result will be a waste of 
material upon short-lived goods. Having 
regard to the restrictions upon import of 
timber and other raw materials, it would 
appear essential that what little is available 
should be made up in as lasting a form as 
possible. 

We do not overlook the fact that the tax is 
purely a war measure, but we submit that its 
effects will necessarily extend beyond the 
actual war period, and must react for good or 
evil upon the period of reconstruction. Should 
it tend towards degrading the standard of 
quality in British productions this tendency 
will be extremely difficult to reverse. The 
movement towards the betterment of indus- 
trial conditions depends for its success very 
largely (if not entircly) upon the betterment of 
the standard of quality, and hence of wages. 
Any tax, therefore, which tended in a contrary 
direction might have far-reaching effects of a 
most disastrous kind. 

There are many indications that the future 
of British industry must develop more and 
more in the direction of quality and less and 
less in that of mere quantity. Indeed, a 
country which, compared with its competitors 
has a small population and a relatively high 
standard of living can only maintain the quantity 
of its products where these are justified by their 
quality. 





The Select Committee on Luxury Duty have 
issued their Report, and included in their far- 
reaching proposals are the following, which 
refer to articles subject to duty, whatever the 
prices paid ‘— 

“12. Pictures, paintings, mosaics, drawings 
sculptures, statuary, bronzes, imitation bronzes. 
Exemption is to be made on the first sale of an 
artist’s work when it is made by the artist, his 
agents, or his executors direct to a private 
purchaser ; but this exemption is not to apply 
to sales of portraits at or over £120. 

“13. Curios, antiques, objects of art, and 
decorative objects, except such as are specifi- 
cally mentioned in Schedule B. Postage and 
other stamps bought at more than their face 
value. Coins not in current circulation. 

“14. Autographs, autograph letters, manu- 
scripts. Limited editions of books on vellum or 
fine paper. 

“18. Wood panelling for walls or ceilings. 
Mosaic and parquet floorings.” 





Art auctioneers fear that the tax will encour- 
age collectors to trade privately with one 
another in valuable pictures and fine old 
French furniture, in order to save auctioneers’ 
commission and dealers’ charges, and they 
point out that if the duty is to be equitable it 
should be clearly stipulated that private deals 
between collectors are as liable to the duty as if 
the transactions were conducted by dealers. In 
any case, it is felt, the tax will open up wide 
possibilities of evasion and of wholesale exporta- 
tion of valuable books and pictures to the 
United States. 


— 
ae 





Ministry of Health. 


At the instance of the Prime Minister, the 
National Memorial which urged the immediate 
establishment of a Ministry of Health as an 
urgent war measure has been laid before the 
Committee of Home Affairs. The Home Secre- 
tary, in a communication to Sir Kingsley Wood, 
states that the Committee have recently been 
considering the details of the scheme, and that 
the object of the Committee is to provide for 
the establishment of a Ministry with as complete 
powers as possible. It is expected that the Bill 
will be introduced at the beginning of the next 
Parliamentary Session. 
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THE INSTITUTION OF 
MUNICIPAL ENGINEERS. 


At the Council Meeting of this Institution, 
held in London on the 8th inst., thé following 
applicants were recommended for admission 
as members :— 


Lobley, F. J., City Engineer and Surveyor, 
Chichester. 

Raynor, C., Surveyor, Stapleford R.D.C. 

Hudson, S., Surveyor, Mottram-in-Longen- 
dale U.D.C. 

Brown, T. R., Surveyor, Tow Law U.D.C. 

Nicholls, J. C., Surveyor, Newport Pagnall 
R.D.C. 

Lonagan, M. J., Assistant County Surveyor, 
Clonmel. 

Leigh, Jas., Surveyor, Walton-le-Dale U.D.C. 

Chapman, F. R., Surveyor, Bedford R.D.C. 

Rubie, W. C., District Surveyor, Birmingham. 

Mackenzie, A. F., Burgh Surveyor, Inverness, 

Coles, W. E., Surveyor, Stratford-on-Avon 
R.D.C. 

Conway, M. A., Assistant County Surveyor, 
Sligo. 

Mitchell, S. T., District Main Road Surveyor, 
Norfolk C.C. 

Leech, M. J., Assistant County Surveyor, 
Roscommon. 

Barton, A., R.D.C. 
(transfer). 

Robson, J. T., Sanitary Surveyor, Auckland 
R.D.C. (transfer). 


The following were admitted to membership : 


Bright, A. J., Assistant Engineering Inspec- 
tor, The Road Board (Southern Command). 
Emmett, J. W., Leyburn R.D.C. 
Allpress, 8., Belchamp R.D.C. 
Thorp, F. T., Faringdon R.D.C. 
Hamar, G. W., Clun R.D.C. 
Hibbert, T., Cirencester U.D.C. 
Wiseman, J. T., Malton R.D.C. 
Burford, J. F., Launceston. 
Dickinson, Chas., Haydock U.D.C. 
Withers, W., Alcester R.D.C. 
_ Furber, F. A., Quarry Bank U.D.C. 
Hobbs, John, Elham R.D.C. 
Kitney, E., Ringwood R.D.C. 
Foley, W. J., Kerry. 
Rist, Frank, Tutbury R.D.C. 
Bullock, Burnett, Mitcham U.D.C. 
Perkins, W. P., Witham U.D.C. 
White, Bertie, Totnes R.D.C. 
McMeikan, T., Liskeard. 
Berry, O. W., Wells R.D.C. 
Pickering, T. F., Heath Town U.D.C. 
Foster, L., Ampthill R. and U.D.C’s. 
Bray, Geo., Holmfirth U.D.C. 
Plunkett, A., Bredbury and Romiley U.D.C. 
Edmondson, J. R. H., Handforth U.D.C. 
Harvey, W. W., Saltash. 
’ Blackbrough, Geo., Luddenden Foot U.D.C. 
Parry, W. A., Llandilo U.D.C. 
Mackay, E. P., Romford U.D.C. 
Boothroyd, Fred., New Mills U.D.C. 
Associate Member: Riley, Alfred, Shelf 
U.D.C. 
The following resolutions, which stood upon 
the agenda in the name of Mr.tReginald Brown, 
were carried unanimously :— 


(1) ‘* That it be an instruction to the Secre- 
tary to send forth the following protest to the 
Road Board or other proper authority: This 
Institution views with alarm the growth of a 
military control of the highways of the country, 
as such a control is not in their opinion to the 
best interests of the ratepayers or municipal 
engineers who have had the control of the 
highways hitherto, and the Institution strongly 
protests against such a control being set up.” 


(2) “* That it be an instruction to the Secre- 
tary to communicate with the Transport Board 
and ask for this Institution—as representing 
Municipal Engineers—to be represented on the 
transport boards now being formed all over 
the country, so that its members may be kept 
in touch with all quesiions of transport affecting 
roads and traffic thereon.” 

The annual meeting of the Institution will be 
held at Southall on October 9th and 10th. 


Surveyor, Boston 


atone on ats ah. ond ct eee Oh ok ee Ce 


an g& anton ast fe & ot eo 


—-y oo a ma, & 


4alUS' hc Sole 








AUGUST 23, 1918.] 


A CASE FOR CAUTION. 


We may draw attention to a rather curious 
caso, Joseph Rand, Ltd., v. Craig (Weekly 
Notes, August 3). : 

The plaintiffs were owners of a vacant piece 
of building land at Silvertown, West Ham, 
and the defendant was a carman and con- 
tractor who had contracted to remove ashes 
and other rubbish from the premises of certain 
firms in Silvertown, including those of Messrs, 
Lyle & Co. The defendant intended to remove 
the rubbish to a dump or shoot of his own at 
Beckton, and had instructed his carters each 
day where to place the rubbish; but some of 
the carters, acting against his orders, had 
shot 200 tons of rubbish upon the plaintifis 
land, as that was nearer the premises of Messrs- 
Lyle than the defendant's dump. 

The plaintifis brought an action against the 
defendant for an injunction restraining him, 
his agents and servants from depositing rubbish 
on the lind, but the Court held that the action 
failed, as the servants of the defendant had not 
been acting within the scope of their employ- 
ment in depositing the rubbish on the land, 
but had shirked their work and for purposes 
of their own had shot it on the nearest place 
and made off. 

Of course, a remedy would lie against the 
servants, but they might be men of straw 
and not able to pay the costs awarded against 
them. As it is, however, the action was 
dismissed with costs, and the plaintiff has 
suflered a wrong and has had to pay the costs 
of the abortive action. 

Whether the plaintiff could have maintained 
an action for trespass if the defendant had 
refused to remove his rubbish from the land 
is another question which was not raised in 
this case, but we draw attention to the decision, 
as it shows the care that should be exercised 
in taking proceedings even where an obvious 
wrong has been perpetrated by someone. 


BUILDING TRADE 
DEPRESSION 


Tue East District Council of the Faculty of 
Surveyors of Scotland recently sent a letter to 
the Merchant Company regarding the report by 
@ special committee of the company on the 
building trade. The Council is of opinion that 
the cessation of building prior to the war can be 
attributed to certain tangible causes, viz., the 
advance in the cost of building and in the cost 
of maintenance, the rise in the rate of interest, 
and the fact that there had not been an increase 
in rent sufficient to balance the increased 
expenditure. For these reasons the building of 
property to let had ceased to be an economic 
Proposition. The Council was unanimously of 
opinion that the report of the committee took 
an altogether disproportionate view of the cir- 
cumstances when it disposed of the causes above 
referred to as tangible causes in a short para- 
graph and devoted more than two pages to what 
may be termed the political aspect of the 
question. Referring to the report of the com- 
mittee that during the five years subsequent to 
the passing of the Finance Act, much less build- 
Ing was done than during the preceding period of 
five years, the Council states that the report 
omitted to point out that during the preceding 
five years there had been a serious and a 
Steady drop in building, and that a decrease in 
ding in the succeeding five years was only 
‘continuation of what had been going on before 
1910, _ In Edinburgh an important factor con- 
tributing to this decrease was the absence of a 
demand for property to rent except perhaps 
i the case of the poorest class of houses. The 
Council »as further of opinion that the building 
o Property to let would remain an uneconomic 
Proposition until there was an increase of rent 
Souncer-balance the increase in cost. They 
are of cpmion that a rise in rent must follow 
nse in the cost of all other commodities. It 
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THE BUILDING TRADE. 


may take some time after the war before these 
economic conditions adjust themselves, and, in 
the meantime, the clamant demand for working- 
class houses is a matter in which both the State 
and Local Authorities are interested. The 
Report of the Royal Commission on Housing in 
Scotland appeared to provide the most effective 
way of meeting the immediate difficulties of 
the situation. The Council recommend that at 
present, when rents have not risen in proportion 
to costs, the allowance for repairs in levying 
Imperial taxes should be increased, and the legal 
expenses in buying, selling, and mortgaging 
should be simplified. 


<i 


INFERIOR TIMBER AND 
SPECULATIVE BUILDING. 


WE take the following from a letter by Mr. 
C. J. Wade, which was printed in the Timber 
Trades Journal of the 10th inst. As our 
contemporary says, Mr. Wade refers to a 
question that has touched the hearts, and no 
doubt the consciences, of many engaged in the 
import timber trade—the use of the lower 
qualities of timber for house-building. 

Str,—I have read the letters of ‘ Incog.” 
and Mr. Walter Todd on the question of a 
school for timber research work with very 
great interest. It does not, however, appear 
that your correspondents were aware that, as 
the outcome of a lecture by Professor Percy 
Groom, of the Department of Science and 
Technology, Imperial Institute,|South Kensing- 
ton, held under the auspices of the Timber 
Trade Federation, it was decided by the Execu- 
tive of the Federation to appoint a sub-commit- 
tee to report on the adoption of a scheme 
formulated by Professor Groom and sanctioned 
by the Government, who, I believe, were ready 
to devote-a substantial sum for scientific work 
in timber for the mines, for housebuilding, and 
other departments of industry in which timber 
is used, provided the scheme received adequate 
support from the trade. Nothing, however, 
seems to have been done further in the matter. 

Now the question arises— Was the holding up 
of the scheme due to the fact that those in the 
trade who deliberated on it were chary of going 
into the matter of quality, and that no member 
of the sub-committee had the courage to tackle 
it ? Everybody in the trade—agents, brokers, 
importers, merchants—all who buy and sell 
timber, are more or less concerned in respect 
to the quality of certain classes of foreign wood 
sold in this country, and it is not straining a 
point to say that a very large quantity is 
absolute rubbish, comprising fifths, inferior 
fifths, sixths, torrak, torrfuru, and wrack. 
A considerable proportion of this wood is used 
in the packing-case trade, but a large percentage 
also is converted into 2 by 4 and similar sizes 
for speculative building, and in the buying 
and selling of which all in the foreign timber 
trade are more or less responsible, and I ask 
in all seriousness whether the time has not 
arrived when the sale of this diseased, rotten 
timber for suburban property should not be 
stopped. If such ‘“‘ wood” were attempted to 
be put into buildings in Germany the users 
would be prosecuted by the authorities and 
fined or imprisoned, as the law would direct. 

My earliest recollections of the timber trade 
are before this wood was imported here. It was 
not until after the ’80’s that it found a ready 
market. It was commonly used in Sweden for 
the production of charcoal, and as such serves a 
good purpose, but to use it for housebuilding is 
nothing less than scandalous, as I am sure ar 
institute of research, if such existed, would 
prove. There is a law inflicting penalties for 





the proffering of diseased meat for sale, but there 
appears to be no safeguard against the disposa) 
Cuas. J. WADE. 
[This question is one which would receive full 
‘ consideration by the Research Institute, the 
establishment of which we proposed in our issue 
for August 9.—Ep.] 


of diseased wood. 
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NOTES FROM THE FOREIGN 
PRESS. 


THIN CONCRETE ROOFS UPON IRON STRUC- 
TURAL WORK. 

In the German official specification tor une 
calculation of reinforced concrete structures, 
issued May 24, 1907, no allowance was! made 
for shrinkage or for the effects of changes of 
temperature, and therefore, a special para- 
graph (15) was added in the issue of January 13, 
1916. The author of an article in Deutsche 
Bauzeitung for June 15, 1918, considers that 
some such addition was necessary and cites an 
example of unsatisfactory construction which 
came under his notice before the appearance 
of the amended regulations. It concerned the 
roof construction of a large machine shop, with 
a floor area of about 108m. x 27 m., having 
a span roof with lanterns. The roof ¢on- 
struction consisted of roof principals placed 
at 7.5 m. centres, with purlins above placed at 
1.75 m. centres. Over the purlins was formed 
a reinforced concrete roof, 6cm. thick, of 
which the upper surface was 1.18 ins. above 
the top flange of the purlin and the same 
distance below it, and was connected with the 
lower flange by a curved projection; the roof 
had a slope of 42 degs. to the horizontal. The 
eaves of the roof were at a height of 17 m. and 
the ridge at 26.5m. above the floor level, 
and the axis of the building ran from south-east 
to north-west, so that one entire side of the roof 
was exposed to the prevailing south-west 
winds. In spite of the fact that this 
thin concrete roof was only covered on the 
outside with Ruberoid about 2.5mm. thick, 
no expansion cracks were visible on completion. 
Shortly afterwards, however, hundreds of 
cracks appeared perpendicular to the iron 
purlins—that is, at right angles to the main 
axis of the building and parallel to the roof 
principals—and the influence of the shrinkage 
and the changes of temperature were so pro- 
nounced that, in spite of the unequal elasticity 
of the Ruberoid covering partially stretched 
by the roof, the latter began to leak at several 
places. The author then goes into calculations 
of the stresses upon the various members of 
the roof and the deflection of the purlins under 
the load. He criticizes the design by which 
the whole weight of the concrete is thrown upon 
the purlins, causing a cross bending stress, 
and concludes that the additional paragraph 
in the official specification is needed to prevent 


such designs being adopted. 


CLEANING AND PAINTING PLANT FOR 
BUILDINGS. 

The cleaning of the discoloured natural stone 
fronts of buildings is usually effected with a 
sand-blast and the apparatus consists of a 
suitable internal-combustion motor driving an 
air compressor, an air reservoir, and suitable 
hose and sand arrangements—the whole plant 
being mounted upon a motor vehicle. In an 
article in Deutsche Bauzeitung, of June 12, 1918, 
several forms of the apparatus are illustrated 
and described, as well as painting apparatus, 
which can be used in a similar manner. The 
author describes the two systems—one acting 
by suction on the sand, and the other by 
pressure, and considers the latter the better. 
The hose should not exceed thirty metres in 
length, as it is rapidly worn out; if greater 
distances are to be reached, then the sand- 
container should be moved nearer the work. 
While an air pressure of about six atmospheres 
(90 lbs. per sq. in.) is necessary for sand- 
blast cleaning, a pressure of 1 to 14 atmospheres 
(15 to 22.5 lb. per sq. in.) is enough for painting. 
The nozzles for paint and sand are shown in 
section in the original. 


NEW WATER-TOWEBR FOR ENGINEERING 
WORKS IN SILESIA. 
The same journal for June 15 describes 
a reinforced-concrete water-tower, comprising a 
reservoir containing 2,000 cubic metres, at a 
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height of 31 metres above the ground.4 Photo- 
graphs show the structure under construction 
and when finished. Below the main reservoir 
there is a drinking-water reservoir of 150 cubic 
metres capacity, and on the ground floor an 
ozonising reservoir, also of 150 cubic ‘metres 
capacity—so that the total storage capacity of 
the tower is 507,610 gallons. he*conditions 
of the site were very bad for the foundations of 
the tower, and at one side a rock-bottom was 
not found until a depth of 27,2)ft. had “been 


reached. 


WALLS OF CONCRETE ELEVATOR MADE 
WITHOUT FORMS. 


According to the Engineering News-Record 
for April 25, 1918, walls of concrete, built by 
the cement-gun process, without the use of 
forms, constitute one of the features of the new 
10,000,000 bushel grain elevator of the Chicago 
and North-Western Railway at South Chicago, 
Illinois. This work comprises 180,000 sq. ft. of 
exterior walls. Woven-wire mesh is stretched 
over a framework of light structural steel 
members and secured by split-ring ¢clips, 
which are sprung over the flanges of the steel 
members. Wood panels, about 3ft. x 9 ft., 
are placed against the outside of the wire-mesh 
and fastened temporarily to the steel frame. 
The cement-gun then shoots the concrete or 
* guncrete ” into place from the inside against 
the panels till a thickness of about 1} in. has 
been built up. About 24 to 48 hours later, the 

anels are removed and the exposed surface 
is cleaned with a blast of compressed air and 
water. This leaves the surface flush with the 
wire-mesh, which is partly exposed. Upon this 
surface, the final coating of concrete is applied 
by the cement-gun, making a finished thickness 
of about 2in. Fireproof construction for light 
buildings is obtained in this way at low cost, as 
the amount of structural steel is reduced to a 
minimum, and the amount of concrete is less 
than with poured concrete construction. The 
concrete wallsand roofs are dense and waterproof. 


LARGE CONCRETE RESERVOIR BUILT WITH 
PORTABLE MIXERS. 


The same journal, in the issue for April 11, 
states that portable mixing plants,¥to which 
materials were hauled on narrow-gauge track 
by petrol locomotives, were usedgentirely in 
constructing the big reinforced concrete, reservoir 
completed recently at Highland Park, Mch. 
This basin, entirely above ground, has a capacity 
of 45,000,000 gallons, and contains $ 13,000 
cub. yds. of concrete. A number of new 
features, including an inlet system arranged to 
prevent currents within the reservoir, mark 
the design. 

—_--—_- —_—_- 


Reduction in Age Limit for Driving Licences. 


In view of the constantly increasing shortage 
of drivers of commercial motor vehicles, the 
Commercial Motor Users’ Association has had 
under consideration, since the end of 1915, the 
desirability of the temporary lowering of the 
minimum age for the holding of motor-car 
driving licences, subject to satisfactory safe- 
guards in the public interest. The Association 
has brought the matter to the notice of Govern- 
ment authorities on several occasions, and 
recently, at the request of the Local Government 
Board, submitted a memorandum on the 
subject, in which it was suggested that such 
modification of the Motor-Car Act shall be 
effected as a temporary war measure, under the 
Defence of the Realm Regulations, or by other 
order. As a result of the Association’s efforts 
in this direction, a new Defence of the Realm 
Regulation has just been issued providing that 
in future a licence, under the Motor-Car Act, 
1903, limited to the driving of a motor-car other 
than a heavy motorcar or a public-service 
vehicle, may be granted to a male person who 
has attained the age of sixteen years if the 
authority granting the licence is satisfied that 
he iscompetent to drive such acar. A “ heavy 


motor-car ”’ is defined asa “‘ motor-car exceeding 
two tons in weight unladen” and a“ public 
service vehicle” as a “‘ motor-car licensed to 
ply for hire as a hackney carriage or a stage 
carriage.” 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE. 


THE following are the present rates of wages in the Building Trade in the principal towns of England and 


be understood that, while every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, we cannot 
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Wales. It must 
for errors that may occur :— 
.| Brick- | Plas. 
Car- Masons’! javers’ | tern 
Brick- Plas- Pium- layers’ | tererg’ 
Masons. penters Slaters. Painters} La- vs 
layers. | ©~: »| terers. bers. aa La- 
v oiners. em eueees bourer, 
d. d. d. d. d d. d. dd, aia 
Abérdare ........ 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3. 4/2 -| Jf- | af- | a/- 
Accrington ...... 1/348] 1/358] 1/348 1/348) 1/398 1/388) 1/388) I/-8 | Af-s | apg 
Altrincham ..... “ 1/5§ 1153 1/55 1/55 1/43 i/4 1/3 A/US | Afds | 1/agg 
Ashton-under-Lyne 1/44§ 1/4is; = 1/45 1/4§ i 3§ 1/4 1/3 W/-§ | If-§ | pg 
eae 1/3 1/2 1/13 1/- l/- 1) 1 11 1] *1 
Barrow-in-Furness 1/2} 1/24 1/23 1,2} 1/2} 1.2 1,2 1/- 1/- 1/- 
Barry Sahin bani ht 43 ii 1/3 bi 1/3 1/2 103 1/- 1/- 
ME cnet otagae-ee 1 1/03 lu I/t 1/- 0 103 {| lv 
Bedford "222222! 11 i 11 + all to » 9 | a 
Birkenhead ...... 1 /6§ 1 /6§ 1/6§ 1 /6§ 1/63 i (68 1/6§ | 1/248) 1 298) 1/245 
Birmingham oe 1/4 1/4 1/4 1/4 1134 1/4 1/3§ | I/h {1 1/1 
Bishop Auckland 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1414 1l 10 10 | lu 
Biackburn ...... 1/348; 1/398} 1/398) 1/348) 1/348) 1 388) 4/348) 1/-8 | 1/3 | ays 
Blackpool ........ 1/- 1/2 1/2 103 3} 1/- 103 3 8 | 8B 
BelteR oo 0cccceee 1/4§ 1/48) 1/4§ 1/2 /2 1/4 1/3 9 a | 10 
Sournemouth .... 1/1 1/1 1/i if 1/1 1/1 1/- 104 10g | 104 
ne or 1/23 1/23 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/3 1/1 1/- 1/- | W- 
oe seemed coccce Pe 10 10 lu 10 lu 9 8 ei 8 
MERIOR occ cece /- 1/- 1/- 1/1 $/= 1/- 10 94 5) 
| Eeeeieete 1/3 | 3/3 1/3 ist — 1/3 fe +/- it | it 
Burnley ........ 1/348 1/348 1/348 1/338 1/333 1/34§ 1/343} 1/-§ 1/-§ | 1-3 
Burton-on-Trent .. 1/1 1/t /1 1/1 1/1 fi 1/0} 10} 103 li} 
SUEY .. see ee sees 1/5§ 1/5§ 3/58 1/3 1/34§ 1/4 1/3 1/-§ 1/04§} i /ujg 
Cambridge ...... 1/14 1/1} 1/1} 1/1} 1/15 1/1h 1/- 10} 104° | 105 
SME svecesveee 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3} 4/2 ie | ie 
Chatham ........ 104¢t] 11% 11tt 1ltt litt M1tt 9§tt] Sstt Stt| ott 
Chelmsford ...... 8 7t 8 y _ 74 64 ) FY 64 
Cheltenham ...... 1/0} 1/03 1/0} 1/04 1/v} 1/03 10g | 10s 10} 104 
pee 1/3§ 1/3§ 1/3§ 1/38 1/3§ 1/3§ 1/28 | If-§ | 1/-s | 1/3 
Chesterfield ...... 1/- 1/2 I/1 il uv 11 iy | Sap | Os | “7 
Colchester ...... 10 104 lu} 11 1 i 3h 7 7h | Tt 
COVOMEEY ..cccoce 1/3 1/34 1/3} 1/3} 113% 1/3% 1/24 1/05 1/04 | Afi 
ROG ccteseeccee 10 1/0 1/0 10 0 1/2 1/04 ‘ 7 ‘¢ 
Darlington ...... 1/13 1/1} i 1/1} 1/2 1/- 1/3 10} 10} 103 
genet 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/0¢ | iL 11 | 31h 
Doncaster ........ 1/- 1/1 fl 103 1u$ id v2 105 10h | 10% 
SET cevandewse 1/2 /2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/3 1/1 11 li 1} 
See « -0 00 -- = 1/- 1j- 1/- 1/- \/- 1/3 i. 10 10 10 
am. anc « ‘ ¢ e 9 
: my Be } - 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/2 1/- j- | - 
See - 1/- 1/- 1/- 1/- 1/0 11 10 10 10 
Folkestone ...... 1/- 1/- i[- if: 1 yg 10 9 9 
Gloucester ...... 1/0} 1/0} 1/03 1/03 1/0} 1/03 11} 10} 104 10} 
Grantham ...... 9s lu vt vt 10 3} 8 8 7% 
Grays soeeewesee — 1/- 1/- — —_ 1[- 103 — 10 0 
Grimsby ........ 1/2§ 1/2j 1/23 1/2 1/2§ 1/23 1/-§ 1/-§ 1/-§ | 1/-4 
Great Yarmouth .. 10 10 10 lu 10 lo 3s 7 7 7 
BOE o0.060:50-00 1/1} 1/1} 1/14 1/14 1’3} 1/2 1/t 103 10} 104 
Harrogate ...... 104 94 1/- v 8 1/2 9} 7¢ “t 74 
Hartlepools ...... 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/3 11 11 ll 
ee 10 10 10 10 10 10 8h 7 7 7 
ee 10 10 10 10 10 10 7% 74 7t 
Huddersfield : 1/24 1/24 1/3 1/- 1/- 1/2 1] 11} 11} 11} 
eee ove 1/3 1/45 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/14 | 1/1 1/1 1/1 
 ccescanne 1/- 1/- 1/- 1/u$ 1/- 1/04 103 oP 9 Os v¢ 
Lancaster ........ 1/04 1/- 1/2 i/- 1/- 1/- 1/- 10 10 10 
Leamington Spa .. 113 113 113 113 11g 113 103 8} 8} 8} 
ee 1/2t 1/2 1/2 142 1/2 1/3 fog | 11g 1lg { 1/- 
EPO socccece 1/2 1/2 1,2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/05 ig ily i/- 
note TITTY TTT 1/14 1/1% 1/13 1/1¢ 3/14 1/13 1/03 10 10 10 
Liverpool pata . 1/6§ 1/68 1/6§ 1 /6$ 1/6§ 1 /6§ 1/6§ | 1/2$§|) 2/248) 1/288 
—  ssevs eee 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/2 1/- i/- - 
— = poveeenees 1/34! 1/341 1/3Hi) 1/334) i= 1/33 1/03} +1241 133| | 11Z] 
L _ orough .... 1/14 1/148 1/13§| 1/248 1/243 1/1:§ 1 11$§ | 1138 | 1128 
es heck een ete 1/1 1/1 1/1 1/1 1/i 1/i 1/- ll 1l ll 
Maic stone rene. 11 11 1l 10 10 il lu 8 8 . 
sanchester pisces 1/58 1/5§ 1/58 1 /5$ 1/4§ 1 /6§ 1/3 W/1§ | 3/148) 1/108 
Moneld sais | Mle] ae} ate | te | ae | afte | fog | 10R | top | 108 
eee oo" 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/2 f- | af- | U- 
lid leshrough wees 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/3 il il ll 
Newcastie-on-Tyne 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/3 1/43 11 11 11 
te ort, = ae 1/3 1/3 1/3 143 1/3 1/3 1/2 1/- 1/- i/- 
Northampton .... il 1/1 1/1 iW/l 1/1 1/1 i/- 104 103 | 105 
Norwich | «-.+see. 104 10} 10} 10} 10} 10} 94 . . i & 
Tel nm oo oeee 1/28} 1/23] 1/23 | 1/28} pe] A Wig | Wfog) 1/98.) 1/08 
Oldham «4.4.0.5 1/5 1/5 1/5§ 1/5§ 1/729 4 1/3 | alas) J/148) 4/2 
Prlord --seeesees 11 10} 10} 10$ 10¢ 1U$ 94 : : 1 
A mer Kode news 1/2° 1/2° 1/2° 1/2* 1/2* 1/2* 1149 1! 11 1} 
Nea sis AS 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 2 | a- | - | We 
foo vores 1/- 1/- 1/- 1/- 1/- il 10 94 ot oF 
00 shee tenes 1/3} 1/3) 1/3 1/2 1/2 1/3 1/2 11 114 | 18 
+ pen See 1/1 it 1/1 Wie | 1/l 1/1 11g | 10 | 104 | Hl, 
Rochester ©212111. 1/53 | 1/53] 1/5$] ays] 1/2 | ak | a8 | yg | tg | 
a coeeeres 10333] itt |) gt} ts | o1age | oits 9tt] 8tt] _8tt | 3H 
Se aibeng 777°" 1/1g | sik | = 1/ ik Wig} 1/1 1/1g | fig | 10$ | 10¢ | 22 
St leleee "°° 10 lu 10 10 10 10 9 8 8 ~ 
Senne, ccc 1/ 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/5 1/3 | 11h } 11k | 18 
Sheffield y- | ay | i | ae | oo | af | oBe | oo | | 8 
es fsb} nab] vise] vee} ive] ye | apie | yor | lok) 1M 
ae SC OD SS DS anniek 8 7 
Southendowsca <. | Aft] ME J oma | oat | ae | oat | aj | a0b | ob |e 
Southport........ 10 10 19 10 P’cework 10 ’ 8 8 11 
cane” **** 1/4 1/3 1/2 i/2 2 1/4 i/4 11 11 
+ a dh aga 1/2 1/2 |. 3/2 1/2 1/2 1/1* 1/48 | 11 a 
Satbementies”” 1/3 1/44 1/5§ 1/45 1/1} 1/4 1/3 1/0g | 1/08 | 4 
Stoke-on-Tret - 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/3 11 11 2 
Stroud meee 1/03 1/03 | 1/05 1/0% 1/% i/- 113 | 10 10 a 
Santateea****"** 1ly 1i4 114 11} 11 114 11 9} 94 \ 
Swansea ..20222. we] we | we | aye | ae | ie] os | ae | | 
aa, ~*"°*** 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/2 1/- 1/- / 
Torquay :..°°°° : 1/-§ 1/-§ 1/-§ 1/-§ 1/-§ 1/-§ 11§ 94§ 93s | 948 
Gaauane °*°"*?** 11 11 li 11 tt li 11 9 9 
Walsall ...2.27"° *| 10 1/35 | 3/285} /-) | 1f- | aft if~ | 10g | 10% | 194 
Warrington 7777 | M2 | oe | aye | aye | aye | aya | afog | aah | oe | 2H 
West Bromwich 72 | 4/3, } M3e] 1/3 | 1/38] 1b] 178 | we] at | me | 1s 
Wigan ** 1/3} 1/34 1/3 1/4 1/24, 1/2} 1/1$ 10g | 1/04 | ua. 
Windsor ..22277° ing Hg 1/45] 148 yas] 1a] 1/8 1/088 1/048) 1/ot 
PERGSOP .cccccce a sia. 7 - - 1/- 0 1 
Waverharapton °° 1/2 1/2 1/2 i} 3 1/2 1/Gk 11 11 | q 
+h uaa 1/- 1/- ." 1/- 1/- 1/- 10 ri 10} | +4 A 
tettttseeees 1/- 2s | yas | yas | af- if- of | 1ias | 1238 | VE 
The Masons’ rate given is for bankers : fixers usually $d ° ik granted 
3 : vy $d. per hour extra. * War bonus of 2s. per wees grani’\” 
1 Wer bonus of 3s. per week granted. 3 War bonus of 3s, 6d. per week granted. {¢fWar bonus of 5s. per woes 
+ emg 4 Plus 13d. per hour to men engaged on munition work. War bonus ot 7s. 6d. per week gran’< 
13 rates include all 12} od cent. bonuses. [The above rates, unless otherwise shown, are exclus!' , 
per cent. increase granted by the Committee of Production to workers engaged on munition work.—ED.! 
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THE HOUSING QUESTION. 


THE London County Council are giving serious 
attention to the action they should take in the 
matter of improved accommodation for the 
people on the return of peace conditions, and the 
L.G.B. having asked for a full expression of their 
attitude to this question, they are inviting 
representatives of the metropolitan borough 
councils and the circa-London Authorities to 
confer with them as to the requirements and 
conditions of the metropolitan boroughs ; and 
their Housing of the Working Classes Committee, 
which has this matter in hand, points out that— 

‘The conditions which will obtain for some 
time after the declaration of peace cannot be 
foretold with any exactitude. It will be safe 
only to say that the public need for action will 
be great, while the economic situation will be 
strained. Proof of public need is afforded by 
the existing facts as to the increased pressure on 
accommodation created by the cessation of 
building operations during the war and by the 
deterioration of accommodation which has 
inevitably taken place. This has resulted in 
increased overcrowding in dwellings otherwise 
suitaple and in the continued habitation of 
dwellings which in normal circumstances could 
no longer be regarded as suitable at all. Pressure, 
in short, has produced and intensified slums. 

“ Dwellings are built by the Council under the 
Housing Acts either in pursuance of an obliga- 
tion laid upon it by a scheme under Part I or 
Part IL of the Act of 1890 oy, apart altogether 
from obligation, under Part III of the Act. 
When dwellings are built by the Council in 
pursuance of an obligation the financial result 
of the operation is estimated on the basis of the 
value of the land for housing purposes and not 
uponitscost. Noelement of the cost of clearing 
away an insanitary area is therefore involved. 
The deficiency grant will apply to dwellings 
erected under Part III, but we are given to 
understand that it will not be paid in respect of 
dwellings built in pursuance of an obligation. 
So long as dwellings are built during the period- 
defined by the Local Government Board we are 
unable to see any reason for this differentiation. 
The need for rehousing is at least as great or 
there would*be no rehousing obligation. The 
economic conditions are as strained in the one 
case aS in the other. Upon this we feel so 
strongly that we regard the removal of this 
inequity as a condition precedent to the emer- 
gency policy which we are prepared to suggest 
to the Council. 

“In order to be in a position to advise the 
Council on this emergency policy, we have for 
some time been collecting detailed information 
as to the housing conditions now existing in 
London and -we propose to submit this informa- 
tion to the Council for publication at an early 
date. In the meantime, however, we think that 
the Council should lay down in broad preliminary 
outline the course which it will follow for the 
period which the Local Government Board has 
recognised as that during which at least 
abnormal conditions will prevail, namely, seven 
years from the declaration of peace. 

‘It is open to the Council to pursue in this 
period a policy of quantity or a policy of quality. 
To justify a policy of quantity it would be 
necessary to ascertain first of all the amount of 
additional accommodation likely to be required. 
Present conditions are such as to preclude the 
possibility of making any estimate of this. On 
the other hand, no uncertainty exists as to the 
facts necessary to justify a policy of quality. 
The number of houses in London requiring 
improvement from the point of view of sanitary 
altanvoments, distribution, age and the like is 
readily ascertainable, and the amount of work 
imvolved in dealing with these: houses and 
Providing healthy homes instead can he esti- 
mated. It is a kind of work to benefit most 
those who are poorest and most unsuitably 
housed ; it belongs peculiarly to local govern- 
ment authorities throughout the country ; and 
ihas a far--eaching influence in raising the 
gene al standard of public health as well as on 
the individual occupant of the new houses. 
These and other such considerations as ought, in 
Cur opinion, to guide the framing of a public 
Policy, have caused us to conclude that the 
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policy of the Council should be one of quality. 

‘The questions of the pace at which this 
broad general policy shall be pursued and its 
extent are of the first importance. On these 
questions the keynote should, we think, be 
acceleration. So much importance do we 
attach to this that we propose that all action 
should be subject to the necessary amendments 
of the law being obtained to make it possible to 
deal with slum property both quickly and 
cheaply.” 

“* We have carefully assessed the amount of 
work which, in the light of experience, we think 
the Council could reasonably hope to undertake, 
and have arrived at the conclusion that this 
may be put at a total of £3,500,000, spread over 
the period of seven years at the rate of about 
£500,000 a year. We are not prepared to say in 
detail the exact meaning of these figures in 
improved slum areas and wholesome dwellings, 
but that the magnitude of the undertaking may 
be, perhaps, the better realised, we would draw 
attention to the fact that, even with the costly 
processes involved in the existing law, the 
Council, for nearly £2,000,000, has, in the past, 
cleared 55 acres of slums and provided new 
dwellings in connection therewith for over 
16,000 persons.” 


—— 
—- 


A PATENT WINDOW SASH. 


Oor attention has been called to Austin’s 
Patent Window Sash (the “ Ideal” Window 
Company, 39, Broadway, Stratford, EF. 15), 
which appears to be a very effective window 
sash, and for which it is claimed that it is the 
only window sash that can be instantly removed 
entirely from the frame for the purpose of 
cleaning, glazing or painting, and, moreover, 
can be used with or without lines and weights. 
The use of this system does away with outside 
cleaning, as the window can either be taken 
right out or be made.to swing, as shown in the 
accompanying illustration, which gives a good 
idea of the window swung in for cleaning. The 
system can be applied to all existing sashes (old 
weights and lines being used again), and also to 
casements. The window can either be taken 
right out or made a casement of. The inven- 
tion is an admirable one and merits support. 
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Competitions, Contracts, &c. 


The date given at the commencement of each 
paragraph is the latest date when the tender or 
the names of those willing to submit tenders, 
may be sent in. 


BUILDING AND PAINTING. 


AvGusT 24.—Newburn.—PAInTING, &c.—The New- 
burn U.D.C. invite tenders for the painting of the 
exterior of 58 houses at Walbottle. Also for the building 
of a short-length brick wall at Westerhope. Specifica- 
tion from Mr. Thos. Gregory, Surveyor to the Council, 
Council Offices, Newburn-on-Tyne. 

AvaustT 27.—Manchester.—PAINTING.—The Guard- 
ians of the Manchester Union invite tenders for the 
outside painting of the Crescent-road Institution, 
Crumpsall. Specifications and quantities of Mr. A. J. 
Murgatroyd, architect, 28, Strutt-street, Manchester. 
Deposit 10s. 

SEPTEMBER 5.—Mitcham.—PAINnTING.—The Wandle 
Valley Joint Hospital Board invite tenders for works 
of painting and decorating at their Isolation Hospital, 
Beddington Corner, near Mitcham Junction. Specifi- 
cation of Mr. R. M. Chart, Surveyor, Lower Green, 
Mitcham, Surrey. 

* SEPTEMBER 6. — Godalming. — The Godalming 
Town Council invite tenders for erection of two 
cottages. Specification and quantities can be ob- 
tained and plans and general conditions inspected 
at the Municipal Offices, Bridge-street, Godalming. 

No Datr.—Ashington.— PAINTING.—Tenders invited 
for painting, &c., the Grand-street Workmen’s Club 
5, North Seaton-road, Ashington. Specifications of 
the Secretary. 


FURNITURE, MATERIALS, etc. 


Aveust 28.—Manchester.—SHOVELS, ~&0o.—The 
Cleansing Committee invite tenders for forks, shovels, 
&c. Particulars of Mr. R. Williamson, Superintendent 
of the Department, Town Hall, Manchester. 

AvGUST 28.—Rothwell.—MATERIALS.—Tenders are 
invited by the Urban District Council for the supply 
of road, sewerage and other materials. Specifications 
at the Council Offices, Rothwell, Leeds. 


Auction Sales. 


%SEPTEMBER 3.—London.—Messrs. Joseph Hibbard 
& Sons will sell on the premises, No. 1a, Stannard-road, 
Graham-road, Dalston, N.E., builders’ plant and stock, 
including 2,000 scaffold poles and boards, York, Port- 
land and granite blocks, &c., timber, two builders’ 
vans, &c. Catalogues upon the premises or of the 
Auctioneers: Newington Green, Mildmay-road, 
Bouverie-road ; 471a, Caledonian-road ; and 29a, Offord- 
road, N. 

%* London.—The Waterside Property of Messrs. 
Wm. Boyer & Sons, known as Amberley Wharf, Am- 
berley-road and Formosa-street, Paddington, will be 
offered for sale at the Mart, E.C., at an early date. 
Particulars and conditions of sale (when ready) can be 
obtained from the Auctioneers, Leopold Farmer & Sons, 
46, Gresham-street, E.C.; and 61, High-road, Kilburn. 
N.W. 





The “ Ideal"? Window. 
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PROPOSED NEW BUILDINGS AND OTHER WORKS.* 


In these lists care is taken to eneure the accuracy of the information given, but it may 
occasionally happen that, owing to building owners taking the responsibility of commencing work 
before plans are finally approved by the local authorities, ‘‘proposed’’ works, at the timé-of 

ublication, have been actually commenced. Abbreviations:—T.C. for Town Council; U.D.C. for 
Jr ban District Council; R.D.C. for Rural District Council; E.C. for Education Committee; L.G.B. 
for Local Government Board; B.G. for Board of Guardians; L.C.C. for London County Council ; 
B.C. for Borough Council: and P.C. for Parish Council. 


ABERDEEN.—The School Board is objecting to the 
erection of a factory on certain land, by the National 
Meat Products, Ltd. 

CARDIGANSHIRE.—The C.C. has decided to communi- 
cate with the Radnorshire C.C. with regard to construct- 
ing a road between Cwmystwyth and Rhayader, and 
with the Breconshire C.C. with regard to constructing 
a road between Tregaron and Abergwesin. 

Diss.—Attention has been called to the dangerous 
condition of the walls of the Cemetery Chapel, and 
Mr. Bartram has been asked by the Burial Board to- 
make a report. 

DRIFFIELD.—Plans passed by U.D.C. :—Stabling, 
granary, &c., Westgate, for Messrs. Taylor & Sons. 

_ DvuBiiIN.—The Electricity Committee propose erect- 
ing a sub-station at the North Wall. 

. EpINBuRGH—The T.C. have given notice of their 
intention to apply to the L.G.B. for authority to 
prepare a town-planning scheme for an area of land 
in the Broughton, Inverleith, Wardle, Granton, and 
Cragileith districts. The area of land proposed to be 
included in the scheme lies partly within the city of 
Edinburgh, partly within the burgh of Leith, and 
partly in the county of Midlothian. 

GRIFFITHSTOWN.—At Panteg Council the clerk pro- 
duced a draft agreement with the executors of the late 
Mr. Isaac Butler, under which the Council proposed to 
acquire 36 acres of land at Kemys Vach, Griffithstown, 
for the purpose of a housing scheme, at an agreed price 
of £4,700. The agreement, which was ratified, con- 
tained a stipulation that not less than four acres of the 
Jand should be used for providing a public park as a 
memorial to Mr. Butler. 

HALIFAX (NOVA ScoTrA).—About 325 acres of 
devastated. area in Halifax are to be rebuilt. The 
Commission will undertake to construct the work on 
modern town-planning principles. Provision is being 
made for the better location of streets, and -public 
and private buildings of first-class construction. 

HEBBURN.—At the last meeting of the U.D.C., a 
letter was received from the Government employers 
of labour in the town drawing attention to the great 
need of additional housing accommodation. The 
established industries had expanded considerably 
during the war, and further extensions were in con- 
templation if an adequate supply of labour was 
available. It was, therefore, imperative that a 





* See also our list of Competitions, Contracts, &c. 


considerable number of houses should be built at once, 
and that arrangements should be made for building a 
further number immediately after the war. The 
Council agreed with the statements in the letter, and 
decided to forward copies to the Admiralty and 
Ministry of Munitions and the L.G.B., with a request 
that immediate consideration be given to the question 
of building. . 

IpswicH.—The Housing and Town Planning Com- 
mittee reports that there is a considerable shortage of 
houses on the east side of the town, and in view of the 
contemplated enlargement of the works of Messrs. 
Vickers, Ltd., and the Manganese Bronze and Brass Co., 
Ltd., houses are much needed on the south-west. The 
Committee think there is no probability of the houses 
being provided by private enterprise, and that it will 
be necessary for the Corporation to acquire sites and 
erect the houses. Arrangements have been made to 
purchase 99 acres of land from the Right Hon. E. G. 
Pretyman between the Felixstowe and Nacton-roads at 
£60 per acre, on which it is estimated that from 1,000 
to 1,200 houses can be built. The Committee has also 
provisionally agreed to purchase 5 acres of land from 
Mr. S. A. Kenney, which, with 13} acres lying along- 
side and which already belong to the Corporation, 
would provide a site for about 200 houses. The report 
has been adopted by the T.C. 

LEEDS.—The Development Committee of the Leeds 
Corporation have decided to acquire, subject to the 
approval of the City Council and the Local Government 
Board, for the purposes of a housing scheme, 63 acres 
of land at Hawksworth Wood, lying on the western 
side of the city between Kirkstall and Horsforth. The 
estate is the property of Messrs. Whitaker & Sons, 
quarry owners, Horsforth, is pleasantly situated on an 
elevation between the Aire Valley and the North 
Eastern Railway, and is bounded by Vesper-road, 
Butcher Hill, and adjoins land already in the possession 
of the Corporation. Electricity, gas, and water are 
available at hand, and the estate is near trams and 
railway. The price is said to be £18,900, which works 
out at £300 an acre. 

MALTBY.—The augmentation of the water supply 
has been under consideration at the Rotherham 
U.D.C.’s meeting. The Parish Council’s suggestion 
for the provision of a temporary reservoir was rejected ; 
but a resolution was adopted to press the Ministry of 
National Service for permission to procure the necessary 
materials for the erection of a storage tank. 
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MARSDEN.—The question of preparing a housing 
scheme will be considered by the General Purposes 
Committee of the U.D.C. at its next meeting. 

PETERSFIELD.—The E.C. of the Southampton C.C. 
propose spending £1,000 on the alteration and adapta- 
pec of the Dolphin Hotel into a secondary school for 
giris. 

Rinewoop St. Ives.—It is proposed to expend 
£250 on converting the Wesleyan Mission Hall into an 
elementary school. 

ROMFORD.—Plans passed by U.D.C.: © Shed. at 
Brockenhurst, Mawney-road, for H. Prior; motor 
house, 71, Carlisle-road, for Mr. W. Mayes. 

SALFORD.—Plans passed by the T.C.: Construction 
of transformer house, Frederick-road, Pendleton ; 
alterations and additions to: Works, Blackfriars-road, 
Salford ; premises, Old Hall-road, Broughton ; works, 
Vere-street, Salford ; works, Withington-street, 
Pendleton ; bakery, Highfield-road, Pendleton ; 

remises, Broad-street and Upper Gloucester-street, 

endleton. 

STRETFORD.—Plans passed by U.D.C. :—Office, 
cloakroom, &c., Tea Bond Warehouse, Ashburton-road, 
for the Trafford Park Estates, Ltd.; additions to works, 
Ogden-street, for Messrs Sutcliffe and Bingham ; 
stabling, &c., Longford-road, for Mr. S. Platt; diver- 
sion of drain, land adjoining Council Offices, for the 
Manchester Corporation. 

SupBuRY.—The T.C. has decided to carry out 
various works to prevent flooding, at an approximate 
cost of £700. 

WORCESTERSHIRE.—At a meeting of the County 
Education Committee, it was reported that representa- 
tives of the city and county authorities had come to a. 
provisional agreement as to the erection of a new 
secondary school for girls. The question of whether 
the school shall be erected at Worcester or Malvern 
has not been decided. 


FIRES. 


BEAMINSTER.—The ‘“‘ Three Horse Shoes” inn, 
Beaminster Bottom, has been burnt down. The inn 
belonged to Meesrs. J. C. and R. H. Palmer, of the Old 
Brewery, Bridport. 

BoorLteE.—A fire has occurred at the timber-yard of 
Messrs. F. & G. Smith, and the engine-house has been 
damaged. 

CHATHAM.—Damage amounting to several thousand 
pounds was caused by a fire which broke out on the 
extensive premises of Messrs. Jasper & Sons, bakers, 
High-street, Chatham. 

DEWSBURY.—Damage amounting to several thou- 
sand pounds was caused by a fire at the works of 
Messrs. Bruce Tarver & Company, rag and shoddy 
merchants, West End Mills, Watergate. ; 

SUNDERLAND.—Extensive damage has been done 
by a fire at the engineering works of Messrs. George 
Clark. 





Old Style of Grate, with or 
without Tiles, 


In a recent CAREFUL TEST for 134 
hours this type of stove burned 84ibs.o 

Household Coal against 32lbs. consumed 
by the ‘HUE’ to produce EQUAL HEAT 


The EASIEST and 
MOST SATISFACTORY 


Solution of theCoal Difficulty 


is to Insert Now a 


“HUES ncn 
Adaptable 
Barless Fire 


Deflecting Bricks 








Old Grate with ‘‘Hue”’ Fire 
fitted. 


Special Bricks and ‘HUE’ Fire in- 
serted, back being filled in, making a 
sound and permanent job, and an un- 
failing source of satisfaction 





in Hotels, Offices, Hospitals, Public Buildings, and Villas. 
Costs about £2 per Set according to Size and Finish. 
No Inconvenience—a Builder’s Handyman can make the change in about 3 hours. 
The result is a saving of at least 333°/, Coal and Increased Heat 





YOUNG & MARTEN, Ltd., Stratford, ¢. s. 


in the Apartment. 
Hundreds of Testimonials endorsing this claim have been received by the Patentees and Manufacturers 


Apply for priced, fully descriptive 
Booklet Free to— 
Dept. B 6. 
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—that is the supreme and ultimate 
test of tyre efficiency—and that is 
just where Clincher Solid Band Tyres 
have emphasised their superiority. 
There is no magic in it—just quality. 
The materials used, the high-grade 
methods and modern machinery em- 
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= ployed, the wonderful resources of the ‘ 
ce largest rubber factory in the Empire— oe 
oe these are the factors that have made a 
Ss the success of Clincher Solid Band a 
eS Tyres. ges 


The pure plantation rubber used ensures a 
perfect resilience, which, by eliminating shock, 
lengthens the life of chassis and engine. And 


Clincher Solid Band Tyres afford the maxi- 


mum mileage and freedom from trouble. 


For Light Delivery Van Work there is no 
better tyre than the ‘Clincher Cross”’ 
Pneumatic Motor Tyre. 


Stockists Everywhere. 
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North British 
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= ‘ The North British Rubber Co., Ltd., Castle Mills, Edinburgh. Branches—London, etc.. etc. . ies 
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TREDEGARS 


ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS 
AND CONTRACTORS 














ONE OF OUR REPAIR SHOPS. 


ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS 
for AERODROMES, WORKSHOPS, 
and MUNITION FACTORIES. 








Your immediate enquiries are solicited. 


5 & 7 Brook St. London, WI 


Works: ga DIANA PLACE, EUSTON ROAD, N.W.1. 
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BRICKS, &c, 

Per 1,000 Alongside, in Kiver Thames. é¢a & 
Best Stocks ... etendeeene winet~evdie. 2 = 
Picked Stocks for Gi nrskiniktehateen 315 0 

Per 1000, Delivered at London Goods Stations. 

£s. d. &s. 4, 

Fiettons ...... 23 0 Best Blue 

Best Fareham Pressed Staf- 
Tee 400 fordshire ... 610 0 

Best Red Do. Bullnose .. 615 O 
Pressed Rua- Best Stour- 
bon Facing.. 6 0 O bridge Fire 

MED csesce 9 BS GD 

GrAZED BRICKS— 

Best White, D’ble Str’tch’rs 23 7 6 
Ivory, and D’ble Headers 20 7 6 
Salt Glazed One Side and 
Stretchers .. 1717 6 two Ends .. 24 7 6 

pe ee 17 7 6 Two Sides and 

Quoins, Bull- one End.... 25 7 6 
nose and 4$in. Splays and 
FUE eckiass ae ae Squints..... 2217 6 


Second Quality, £1 per 1.000 less than best. 
Glazed bricks priced at so much each, 50 per cent. 


advance on list. : 
Permission to be obtained from Director of Supplies 


for Flettons, Wire Cuts, &c. 


8. 
Thames Ballast ........ 12 0 per yard, delivered 
Pit Sand ..... veoeventce BS © : 

Thames Sand ....ccccoe 25 DO op os 2 miles 
Best Washed Sand .|..... a Cia © radius 

Zin. Shingle for Ferro- Padding- 
Concrete ...cc-coccecs wa 2 ton. 

Per ton, delivered. 
£ sa. 4, & s. d, 
Best Portland Cement ...... . ee we OS SE 


Do. £z 16s. Od. alongside in 80-ton lots. 
Ferrocrete 2s. 6d. per ton extra on above. 
Best Ground Blue Lias Lime 2 2 6 at rly. depot. 
NotTe.—The cement or lime Is exclusive of the ordinary 
charge for sacks. The sacks are charged at 2s. 3d. 
each and credited at 2s. each if returned in good 
condition within three months. 


Grey Stone Lime ...... 47s. Od. per ton delivered. 
Stourbridge Fireclay in s’cks 37s. 6d. per ton at rly. dpt. 
STONE. 


BATH STONE—delivered in railway trucks at 5s. d. 
Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.R., or 


South Lambeth, G.W.R., per ft. cube...... 3.6. F 
Do. do. delivered in railway trucks at Nine 

Elms, L. & S.W.R., per ft. cube ....,..... 1 82 
Do. do. delivered on road waggons at Nine Elms 

on CR rrre sadtaves es Pre 1 92 


PORTLAND STONE— 
Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, L.& 8.W.R., South Lambeth 
Station, G.W.K., and “Mileage Station 


G.W.R.. per it. pala reseca eI tein 2 103 
Da. do. delivered on road waggons at above 
stations, per ft. cube... 0.0. cccvcccccce oor 114 


White basebed, 2d. per ft. cube extra. 
NotTe.—#d. ft. ‘cube extra for every foot over 20 ft. 
average. 
RANDOM BLocKs—Per Ft. Cube, delivered at Rly.Dpot. 
8. d. 
Closeburn Red 
Freestone ..... 
Red & White Mans- 


s. d. 

Ancasterin blocks 2 10 
9 3 0 

fieldrandom block 4 8 
3 9 


Beer in blocks... 1 
Grinshill in blocks 2 8 


Darley Dale in 
blocks ........ 210 Yellow Magnesian 
, Limestone do. do 
York STONE—Robin Hood Quality. 

Delivered at any Goods Station London. 
Scappled random blocks ....... Per Ft. Cube 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 

30 ft. SUPE.) 2. ccccccnccccee Per Ft. Super 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto ........ 
3 in. sawn two sides slabs (random sizes) ,, 
2 in. to 2} in. sawn one side slabs 
(random sizes) ......++. seeseseewes “gp 
1} in. to 2 in. ditto, ditto .......cceee ‘59 
HARD YorK— 

Delivered at any Goods Station London. 
Scappled random blocks ........ Per Ft. Cube 
6 in. sawn two sides landing to sizes (under 40ft. 

BUPEF.) .....2eceeeeeeeeee ee ber Ft. Super 
6 in. rubbed two sides ditto ........ ™ 

in, sawn two sides slabs’(random sizes) pes 1 
2 in. self-faced random flags ........ re 0 10 


TILES Per 1,000 


f.o.r. London. 


Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or £ s. d. 
Staffordshire district.........seeeeeeee2 315 O 
Ditto hand-made ditto.............. 317 6 
Ornamental ditto ....ccccccccccccccecses # 0.0 
Rip and valley tiles (per dozen) .....ee06. 0 9 O 
Per 1,000 of 1,200 

SLATES. f.0.r. ar ore 


“ee Dee Oe 
~~ = 
Ko OFA Cg 


“pe OF 
eat oF 


£ d. 
Best Blue Bangor Sla - DY 10 ccccccce as 10 0 
™ ” si 6 by & .cccccces 8 10 0 
First quality’ 3 20 by 10 ..ccecee 16 0 O 
” 16 by 8 .ccedeces 8 2 6 
Sest Blue Portmadoc 20 by 10........ 16 10 0 
, a Pm 16 by 8 ..cccocee 810 O 
First quality ,, "20 by 10..cccoce 15 & O 
” ” 16 by 8 712 6 
WOOD. 
BEst BUILDING REDWOOD. \ 
Imported sizes. 
Deals: $in. by 12in., 4 in. 


by 11 ‘in. 3 in. by 11 in. Softwood stocks 
orn in. by 9 in., and 2 in. 


controlled by the 
3 in. by Bin, $f in: by'8 i, | Director of 


and 2in. by 9in. ......{ Matertals conse- 
Battens: 2 ‘ : 
Sin. by Bin. hn” 8P4 | quently prices must 
be withdrawn 


i aaa vee beet 


2in., | 
| Nee and 3in. ea 





THE BUILDER. 
PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS.* 


[Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at the present 
time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry..—Ed.} 


WOOD (Continued). 


Best BUILDING REDWOOD. 


Scantlings: 2in. by.3in., 
2in. by 3$in., 2in. by 
4in.,2in. by 4$in. . 

ar by 4in., and 3 in. ‘by 


Beit: mi 7 1} in., and 
1g in. by 6 in. and 7 in. 

_ ary see abe 
ES 5 Gad oudedanunae 


Sawn pitch pine logs (about 
35 cu. ft. average ..... 
Do. 6in. to 10in. .. 


\ 

Best Pitch Pine Deals .... 
Under 2 in. thick .. 
JOINERS’ Woop 
White Sea First Quality 

Red: 4in. by 11 in.. 
3in. by 1llin., and 2 in. 
2.0 eer 
4in. by 9in. .... 
3in. by 9in., and 2} in. 
et Peicshenieesueas 
3in. by llin. boards .. 
7 in. and 8 in. battens .. 
7 in. and 8 in. boards ... 
Archangel White Deals— 
Best 3in. by 9in. and 
10 in. and llin. ..... 
Seconds, dO. ....c.ses 
ee, 
Prepared” Floorings and 
Matchings. Seconds 
Swedish Red and equai— 
1tin. by 6$in. planed 


eeeeeee 








Director 
Materéals, 


Softwood stocks 
controlled by the 


of 


conse- 


quently prices must 
be withdrawn. 


and shot 
lyin. by 64 in. * planed 
and matched ........ 
lin. by 64 in. planed and 
WN. és5bs50cednnen 
Dry Wainscot Oak, per ft. 
super, asinch ....... 02 3 0 2 
Zin. do. a oe oe 0 2 
Dry, Mahogany—Honduras, 
Tabasco, per ft. super, 
RR ecissavdwctes es. ¢ .« 8 
Cuba, Mahogany ....... ©°86é ew 8 S 
Dry Walnut, American, per ; 
ft. super, asinch ..... 2 8 us 2's 
French, “ Italian,” Walnut 0 3 0 .. O 5 
Teak, per load (Rangoon or 
UNONND. 4 20.0:0%.6 eee 
Do. do. (Java) .....% } 60 ° 9 } s ° 
American Whitewood 
planks, per ft. cube .. 8 0 .. 110 
WMS, DET OWE. occccccaves i 0 to 12 0 
METALS. 


JOISTS, GIRDERS, &o. 


Rolled Steel Joists, ordinary, 
sections, basis price- ..... 
Plain Compound Girders, 
ordinary sections ....... 
Plain Compound Stanchions 
Angles, Tees, and Channels, 


ordinary sections ...... 


eee SN 60400s0008060 
Columns — ar | 


Cast Iron 


Stanchions, plain ordinary 
DOCEEN cc ccccoscccccees 





9 


Co @0 


fo) 


0 


Prices controlled 


of Munitions. 


WROUGHT-IRON TUBES AND FITTINGS— 
(Discount off List for lot of not less than £4 net 


value delivered direct from works. 


carriage forward if sent from London stocks.) 
Sizes up to and Sizes 


including 2 in, 
Tubes. Fittings. 
31 


> by the Ministry 


5 per cent. less 


2} in. to 6 in, 
Tubes. Fittings. 


GOS cus peanais 36 36} 37% 
WE ose ae 32§ .... out 35 
BARGE 5. <0 ccc ° - 30 ...+ 26 324 
Galvanised Gas 8 BIE vcoe SE 30 
pa pA ater — me. vee Sy 27% 


6ton 224 .... 2fon 25 


team 
L.C.C. Boatias Soi, PrirpEsS—London Prices ex works, 
Bends, stock Branches, 


Pipe. angles. stuck angles 
8. d 8. d. s. d. 
2in. peryd.in6fte.. 310 .. 210 .. 38 5 
24 in. ” oo © BSB oe BBS op 6 8 
8 in. on os O28 ic 2 Fcc © S 
3} in.. pas o © SO cos 2S co BF 
4in. ~ o CT te CMW ss SD 
RAIN- WATER PIPES, &0. Bends, stock Branches, 
a angles. stock angles 
8s. d. 8. d. 
2in, per yd. in 6fts, plain 2 eae ee & 
2+ in, pe e sin wt os. eS 
3 in. pe ~ eo 3 5&5 24 . 8 & 
Stin. 4, ae oo © 1 on BO oe 6.8 
4in. ae ° wt 6 &F vo OO 
L.C.C. DRAIN PIPES,—9 ft, lengths. London Prices, 
4in., 78. Od. .. Gin. 89. 6d. .. 6in., 1038. Od, 
Per ton in London. 
IRon— 64:4 £8. @, 
Common Bars ........ 1610 0 17 0 0 
Staffordshire Crown Bars - 
good merchant quality 17 O co WPM 6 
Staffordshire ‘ Marked 
De‘ beesesegnct. Ie 2 6 ac eS 9 
6 Dee BE cccocscsere 1: OD a. BW SO 
Steel Bars, Ferro-Concrete 
quality, basis price .. 1910 0 ., 20 0 0 
Hoop Iron, basis price .. 2010 0 .. 2110 O 
» Galvanised .. 33 0 0 ., _ 
Sheet Iron Black— 
Ordinary sizes to 20g... 23 0 0 ., 2310 O 
rm ma 6. a 24 00 .. 2410 0 
0 0 26 0 
Sheet Tron, Galvanised d flat, Gi quality— 
mary sizes, 6 ft. by 
2ft.to3ft.to20g,... 384.00 ., -_ _ 
Ordinary sizes to 22 g. 
MEP iscctccwsce BOC «MED 
Ordinary sizes to 26g... 36 0 0 ., 3610 0 


125 


METALS (Gentintet 
“4 ton in wy 


£ 
Sheet Iron, Galvanised, flat, % quality— 
0 


Ordinary sizes to 20 g. a -_ 
” » 22g. and 

Be Gb. bo wounmtaeese > See BB ws = 

Ordinary aizesto26g... 39 00 — 


Galvanised Corrugated Sheets— 
we og 4 pape 6 ft. to 


Saar 33 0 0 ..j\y 

Ordinary sae, 22 g. and Nominal 

i Rd ee ca ane.f = 

Ordinary sizes. 26g..... 382 10 O > only. 
Best Soft steel Sheets, 6 ft. 

by 2 ft. to 3 ft. to 20 g. 

and thicke?......ccccece 2410 0 .,. _- 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 20 g. 

Sa 2415 O «sz ~- 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 26g. 2610 0 — 
Cut Nails, 3in.to6in..... 29 0 0O 80 0 O 

(Under 3 in.. usual trade extras.) 
D, &c. 
Delivered in London, 
LEAD—Sheet, ae, 4 lb. £s. ad 
ce i OT ee 40 0 O «oe — 

Pipe in coils ...... ecco OW BO os —_ 

DEE CUP ae keweesees coo, Se Se oe — 

COMPS. BIRO acccccc-ce 4410 0... - 


NoTE—Country delivery, 20s. per ton extra ; lots under 
5 ewt., 1s. 6d. per cwt. extra. Cut to sizes, 2s. 
cwt. extra, Orders for over 1 cwt. Sheet Lead or 
Pipe, or 28 lbs. Solder should be accompanied by a 
certificate or licence, Which can be obtained from the 
Director of Materials [A.N.2()], Hotel Victoria,S.W. 
Smaller quantities than the above can be obtained 
by making a written declaration to the Manufacturer 
or Merchant that the metal is wanted for urgent 
renewals or repairs, and giving the name of the job 
for which it is required. 

CoprEr— 


Strong Sheet....per Ib. 0 2 3 
allan os 6 | Sees 
Copper nails .... 4, 02 3 Phe. nore for 
Copper wire ... 2” 0 2 4 ball Co yper 

TIN— English Ingots ” 03s 9 Tin ord : 

SOLDER—Plumbers’ _,, 0 110 Solder 
Tinmen’s........ a 0 2 4 al . 
Blowpipe ..... . 02 8 —— 

GLASS. 


ENGLISH SHEET GLASS IN CRATES OF STOCK 
SIZES AND IN SQUARES IN ORDINARY SIZES. 


Per Ft. Per Ft, 
15 oz. fourths .... 7d. 382 oz. fourths .... 10d. 
- ME a&covee 74d. sp CGD c0nece llc, 


21 ,, fourths .... 8d. Fluted,Obscured and 
» thirds ...... 84d. Knamelied Sheet, 
26 ,. fourths .... 9d. 15 oz. 74d. 
— eee 99d. 21 ,, 8d. 
Extra price according to size and substance ior 
squares cut from stock, and only small quantities can 
be supplied without an A Certificate. 
ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE IN CRATES OF STOCK 


SIZES. Per Ft. 

i; i i i a séésans 53d. 
ty Rough rolled and rough cast plate icbnketean 6d 

Rough rolled and rough cast plate........ 63d. 


Figured Kolled, Oxford Rolled, Baltic, Oceanic, 
Arctic, Stippolyte, and small and large 


Flemish DED dennenceus 0000 ca0n es ce 64d. 
eee cccccesescces VEG 
Rolled Sheet .... ccgrcovccccocceces O@ 
White Rolled Cathedral ree oe evoccosene “Os 
—e)—té(<a‘ié‘ TE w cecoee encccvecscse SEOs 
‘PAINTS, &c. sa @ 
Raw Linseed Oil in pipes...... per gallon 0 8 O 
ne ie oo 2 Barrels .... ro 03 4 
en ss » in drums .... an ’ 2 F 
Boiled ,, » in barrels.... ” 08 7 
» in drums .... ~ 09 0 
“Orders for these oils must be accompanied by a 
certificate from the Ministry of Food (Oil and Fat De- 
partment), St. Stephen’s House, Westminster, ry H's 
Turpentine in barrels....... 00 * - 
SO eee ii 6 
0 


Genuine Ground English White Lead, per ton Ps 10 
(In not less than 5 cwt. casks.) 
GENUINE WHITE LEAD PAINT— 
“ Blackfriars,” ‘‘ Nine Elms,” “ Park,” 6 
and other best brands (in 14 lb. tins) not 
less than 5 cwt. lota..per ton delivered 83 10 0 
Red Lead, Dry (packages extra)... per ton 47 0 O 
Orders for White and Red Lead and any Paint con- 
taining Lead must be accompanied by a certificate 
or licence, which can be obtained from the Director 
of Materials {A.N. 2 (E.)], Hotel Victoria, 58.W. 
Best Linseed Oil Putty ........ per cwt. 1 2 0 
FUOC , ccvcscccccerteccccs eoees per cwt. 


VARNISHES, &c. £ 6. 
Pies Fete DOS coscesersessovesesosoveses 16 
Pale Copal Oak ..... 
Superfine Pale Elastic ii aseesa ee 
Fine Extra Hard Church Oak ......... 
Superfine Hard-drying Oak, for seats * of 
BERGE 0.0.0000sccccdencesiccccoccees 
Fine Elastic Carriage ....cccssccccccesece 
Superfine Pale Elastic Carriage .......... 
Wum® FEO TEAS oo ccc eevccccscoccsecces 
Finest Pale Durable Copal..........-ssee0. 
Extra Pale French Oil .ccsccccsccccccece 
Bagohell Fiatting..sccccccccccoceccccccce 
White Pale Enamel 
Bxtes Pale Papel. .ccccccsccccegeccecccce 
Best Japan Gold Size 
SE EE hid nd cn gegcecesoeteses 
Oak and Mahogany Stain ......ceceseseee 
Brunswick Black 
SUE CEs 660005604 0000006$0660000066 
notting baneddangeese es teseesoegeet 


French and Brush Polish ............. 


~~ * The information given on this page has been 
specially compiled for THE BUILDER and is copyright. 
Our aim in this list is to give, as far as possible, the 
_ average prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 
or lowest. Quality and quantity La ne A affect 
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prices—a fact which should be remembered by 
who make use of this information. 
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TRADE NEWS. 


f In his review of the national shipbuilding 
position in the House of Commons, Sir Eric 
Geddes paid a well-deserved tribute to the 
concrete system which has assisted to solve 
the building difficulty in many undertakings 
for the Government since the beginning of the 
war. ‘‘ On the Wye,” he said, in dealing with 
the national shipyards, “‘ we are building houses 
of an admirable but most economical type. 1 
am assured by the engineer-in-charge that the 
system of concrete blocks employed is actually 
cheaper to-day than woodwork or corrugated 
iron huts.’’ Concrete blocks and slabs, indeed, 
with our rapidly diminishing supplies of timber, 
bricks, and other materials, are coming to the 
front by leaps and bounds in every branch of 
structural war work, and must, of necessity, 
play a leading part in all schemes of recon- 
struction both at home and abroad. The 
work referred to by Sir Eric Geddes is being 
carried out on the ‘‘ Winget” system, the 
blocks and slabs of which are now being used 
for eighty to ninety per cent. of the sggeen 
camps, hangars, and housing schemes, &c., 
specified by the Admiralty, War Office, A 
other Government departments of Great 
Britain and her Allies. 


It has been known for some years that the 
most practical method of extinguishing fierce 
conflagrations of petroleum or other highly 
inflammable substances is smothering with 
carbonic acid gas. The difficulty, however, 
has been to find a suitable vehicle which will 
carry the gas without loss to the burning 
surface. Various foam-producing substances 
such as glue and glucose solutions, soap, &c., 
have been tried for this purpose, but none of 
these, we believe, has proved strong enough to 
hold the gas until it has smothered the fire. 
German chemists came very near to finding a 
suitable envelope, but it falls to the credit of an 
English chemist who, from a certain root 
extract has produced a heavy viscous fluid 
giving the strongest and toughest foam so far 
known. This fluid has been named by the 
manufacturers, ‘‘ Foamite,” and it was recog- 
nised by the leading oil well and refinery con- 
cerns in America as the “ last word”’ in fire 
fighting ; and the “ Foamite ” system has been 
quickly adopted by them. Interesting results 
have been obtained on oil and petrol fires where 
the “* Foamite” system is installed, and many 
thousands of pounds worth of stock and pro- 
perty have been saved. The “ Foamite”’ 
solution holding carbonic acid gas is pumped 
on to the fire, and immediately lays a durable 
blanket of tough bubbles over the fire surface, 
so that within a comparatively few minutes, we 
understand, the fiercest blaze is put out. This 
system is now being extended to small hand 


~extinguishers for use in works and factories in 


the simplest manner. “ Foamite ”’ does not give 
off any poisonou3 fumes, which are such a draw- 
back to the ordinary chemical extinguishers, 
English capital is largely interested in the 
company formed in America to work this 
business, and negotiations are now proceeding 
for the formation of a company in England. 
Meantime all inquiries should be addressed to 
MacAndrews & Forbes, Ltd., 2, Broad-street- 
place, London, E.C. 2. 


THE .BUILDER. 


TENDERS. 


Communications for insertion under this heading 
should be addressed to “ The Editor,” and must 
reach us not later than 12 noon on Wednesday. 

* Denotes t Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance, 





" SALFORD.—For supply of materials to the Corpora- 
jon: —- 
*Newton, Chambers & Co., Ltd., 


iron castings ictek tee eae £1,030 13 4 
*J. Kidd & Son, iron and steel. . 457 0 0 
*J. Hilton & Co., Ltd., paints . 225 19 0 
*E. Green & Co., brushes ...... 104 7 O 
*Clay Cross’ Co., Ltd., main 

pipes and connections...... 1,087 0 6 





WALTHAMSTOW.—For painting the exterior of 
the Forest-road Schools, for the Education Committee 
Mr. H. Prosser, M.S.A. , Architect to the Committee :— 


I. & J. Dean pee sede see des bards £212 
ND 6 aia 5.6.0 d:e\o-irds6- dBc o'h6xs 212 
Oe ee eee 194 
*J. Sands, Walthamstow, E.17 ...... 189 





WALTHAMSTOW.—For painting the exterior of 
the Gamuel-road Schools, for the Education Committee. 
Mr. H. Prosser, M.S.A. , Architect to the Committee :— 

De -os+c00-4s veves = 4 6 
27 
*S. Blow, Ltd., Tower-hill, E. 1 118 0 0 





WALTHAMSTOW.—For renovating the interior of 
the Pretoria-avenue Girls’ and Infants’ Schools, for 
the Education Committee. Mr. H. Prosser, M.S.A., 
Architect to the Committee :— 


yd eee —= 0 
BR Sicpitinn uha-aced aiiatbae-die-are 160 0 
“3. Blow, Ltd., Tower-hill, E.1 .. 157 10 


WALTHAMSTOW.—For providing and fixing a 
new boiler at the Chapel End Infants’ School, for the 
Education Committee. Mr. H. Prosser, "M.S.A., 
Architect to the Committee :— 


DE « cakansdeto rion aevess £90 0 
NE 6 dicie ar auneeo's-e0% 87 10 
Wontner-Smith, Gray & Co. ...... 76 4 
*F, Davis, Leyton (a) —..........4.- 74 O 


(a) Builder’s work and covering to boiler included. 








WALTHAMSTOW.—For providing and fixing a 
new boiler at the Marsh-street Boys’ School, for the 
Education Committee. Mr. H. Prosser, M.S.A. 
Architect to the Committee :— 


ee ee re £89 
*J. D. Boyd & Co., Wells-street, W.1jg .. -%73 


J.J, ETRIDGE, J" 


SLATE MERCHANTS, 


EXPERTS IN 


SLATING, 
TILING. 


STRIPPING AND RELAYING. 


Telephone: Avenue 4940 (two lines), or write 


Bethnal Green Slate Works, 


BETHNAL GREEN, LONDON, 6&. 














[AucusT 23, 1918 
PATENTS. 


APPLICATIONS PUBLISHED. * 


110,155.—J. E. Kiefer: Bricks or building 
blocks. . N 

111,099.—W. Stewart : 
spigot and socket unions. 

116,987.—A. B. Price: Reinforced concrete 
supports for use in shoring and strutting. 

117,010.—B. G. Patterson : Nut-locks. 

117,029.—J. A. Derham:' Motor-actuated 
drills and the like. 

117,139.—W. J. Hampson : Tube wrench. 

117;142.—W. Wright: Walls for building 
(not subaqueous). 

117,143.—G. W. Ellis and J. A. Johnson: 
Adjustable levels. 

117,156.—W. Kooij: Plant for the manufac 
ture of concrete posts and blocks. 

117,161.—T. F. Gaynor: Clinometers. 

117,164.—Matthews & Yates, W. Yates and 
E. W. Pougher: Ventilating, dust-removing 
and like systems. 

117,165.—J. Garner and R. H. Posnett: 
Furnaces for heating air. 


Locking electrical 





* All these Apgtestions are now in the stage in which 
7 te the grant of Patents upon them may be 
®. 











ELECTRIC LIGHT. ELECTRIC POWER 


MALCOLM & ALLAN, Ltd. 


499, Eglinton St., GLASGOW; 17, North St. 
Andrew St., EDINBURGH ; Goschen Buildings, 
12, Henrietta Street, Strand, LONDON, W.C.2. 
Specialists in Electric Light Installations, 
Large Selection Electric Motors always in stock. 
ESTIMATES GIVEN FREE. 














Easiest and Safest Way to VENTILATE Offices 
Shops, Bedrooms, etc., is to have 


GLASS VENTILATORS. 


Supplied in Plate or Sheet Glass by 


JAMES CLARK & SON, Ltd., 
Railway Arches, 
Blackfriars Road, London, S.E.1 
Write for Descriptive Circular. 

















Asphalte.—The Seyssel and Metallie Lava 
Asphalte Co. (Mr. G. F. Glenn), Office, Moorgate 
Station Chambers, Moorfields, E.C. 2—The best 
and cheapest materials for dampcourses, railway 
arches, warehouse floors, flat roofs, stables, cow- 
sheds and milk-rooms, granaries, tun-rooms, 
and terraces. Asphalte Contractors to Forth 
Bridge Co. 





Telephone: Datston 1388 


Man. years connected 
with’ the late firm of 
‘Weg W. H Lasceries & Co., 


of Bunhiil Row. 
Mildmay Works, Mildmay Avenue, Islington, N 
EXPERTS IN HIGH-CLASS JOINERY. 


ALTERATIONS AND DECORATIONS, *rzc::** 





W.W. HOWARD BROS. C° 


38, TRINITY SQUARE EC3 
Sole Agents for UK & Europe for 


WESTERN AUSTRALIAN GOVT 
ere STATE SAW MILLS — 

































































